Target ___________

__ years after the end of the Cold War, the insanity continues. IPPNW is calling for an end to the irresponsible war games - an end to nuclear arms. In 1972, biological weapons were banned by a global coalition. In 1993, chemical weapons followed suit. In 1999, a grass-roots movement led to the ban on landmines. Three down, one to go: nuclear weapons are next to be abolished!

[image: image2.jpg]" IPPNW *




[image: image3.jpg]


IPPNW is an organisation of physicians and medical students promoting peace and working for the prevention of nuclear war. In 1985, IPPNW was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for its work in making Soviet and US decision makers realize the futility of the arms race and agreeing to enter into disarmament talks. 

IPPNW online: www.ippnw.org
PSR, the US Affiliate of IPPNW: www.psr.org
Target X: www.ippnw-students.org/Target
Target ________
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The nuclear threat – still a hot issue?

While the topic of nuclear war may seem to have lost its former urgency, in times of international terrorism and with a growing number of nuclear states in the world, it has stayed more relevant than many would like to admit.

Fifteen years after the end of the Cold War, Russian missiles are still aimed at North America and Western Europe, while NATO still has its Pershings targeting Moscow or St. Petersburg. Despite the process of European unification, the old target coordinates have remained the same, with NATO maneuvers still training the bombardement of Russian cities.

At the same time, terror organizations like Al Qaida are openly threatening to obtain fissile material for the construction of so called „dirty bombs“ (as if normal nuclear bombs were clean). Additionally, there is the danger of nuclear weapons being used by warring states, with India and Pakistan increasing their nuclear missile stockpiles and the standoff on the Korean peninsula heating up.

Muhammad el Baradei, chief of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), has recently stated that the danger of nuclear weapons being used is higher today than ever before. That is why we are demonstrating here today - __ years after the destruction of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Just the facts, please…

Around 20,000 nuclear warheads are deployed worldwide – 5,000 of these in so called „hair-trigger alert“. These can be fired within a matter of minutes by the push of a button in Washington or Moscow – without any checks or safeties. 

There are currently eight countries that admit to owning nuclear weapons: 

-The US with 10,240 bombs

-Russia with 8,400 bombs

-China with 390 bombs


-France with 350 bombs

-The UK with up to 300 bombs

-India with up to 90 bombs 

-Pakistan with up to 52 bombs

-N. Korea with up to 5 bombs

Adding to this count are Israel, which owns around 200 “secret” bombs and Iran, which is currently attempting to build its first nuclear warhead. Terror networks are also on the lookout for weapon grade plutonium - a mission that, according to security experts, they will most likely be able to accomplish sooner or later. 

More than 2,400 nuclear tests have been carried out so far, with India and Pakistan being the last two countries to conduct underground testing in 1998. How many cases of cancer have these tests caused so far? According to scientific calculations, it could be as many as 430,000…

Medical effects of nuclear weapons

The WHO describes nuclear weapons as the single most dangerous threat to world health. It is important to note that nuclear weapons actually kill three times:  

· Nuclear arsenals cause incredibly high costs and prevent money from being spent on social development, health or education. The US alone spends over 35 billion US Dollars each year for the maintenance of its nuclear stockpiles. Countries like India, North Korea or Pakistan are letting their populations starve in order to develop nuclear warheads.

· An average sized nuclear warhead has a detonating force of over 2 million tons of TNT and can, if dropped over a modern Metropolis, kill millions of people through heat, the pressure wave and radiation

· Nuclear weapons cause considerable damage to the environment, leaving the area uninhabitable and causing cancer even decades after being dropped. New cases in Hiroshima are still being registered today. 

As physicians, we have to inform the public that a reasonable medical response in case of a nuclear attack is not possible. There are not enough burn beds, not enough experience, not enough doctors and not enough supplies to adequately deal with the effects of a nuclear explosion. When there is no cure, the only sensible option is prevention. We have to get rid of these weapons now!

How real is the danger?

Terrorist leaders have been trying to get their hands on nuclear weapons for years. Leading security experts agree: it is not a question of if, but rather a question of when they will be able to acquire weapons-grade plutonium. The only way to prevent this? Getting rid of all nuclear weapons now, before they can be used against us. 

False alarms of antiquated early warning systems dating back to the days of the Cuban missile crisis, computer viruses, hacker attacks or technical bugs could kick off a chain reaction leading to the inadvertent launch of nuclear weapons and a consequent rapid response from the other side. Nuclear missiles need to be taken off hair-trigger alert. This process of de-alerting alone could already prevent an accidental nuclear war. Why isn’t it being done? 

Human failure due to boredom, drug or alcohol abuse, stress or misinterpretation of data has already led to countless accidents within the army. How soon before something goes wrong with a nuclear sub or a launch site?

The idea of anti-ballistic missiles is an unworkable solution straight out of old Star Wars days, which has been proven to fail in providing real protection and is simply no viable solution. Only the abolition of nuclear arms can prevent disaster.

Looking ahead:

Existing treaties like the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) or the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) have to be enforced and not watered down. The concept of human security has to be redefined. Instead of thinking in terms like  MAD, missile shields or other Cold War categories, we have to make the switch in public and international communication to mutual disarmament, even playing fields, sustainability and a sense of responsibility for the nuclear inheritance that  we’re leaving to future generations. 

A public debate is needed. The critical mass that is necessary to convince our leaders of the importance to disarm has to be reached. What can you do? Inform yourself through the websites you find on the back of this flyer. Discuss this in your community and write to your representatives. We need to start a grass roots movement similar to the one that forced the abolition of landmines. Every person that joins us is a step towards a world free of nuclear weapons…

