






I entered ReCap 2009 with some hesitations. I did not have so much experience from international project and I was afraid that it would be too many new experiences at once. Visiting a region with conflict and a new culture with people you never met seemed to be a bit too much. But in the end one of the great things with ReCap is that you get to share all this new impressions with all new people who you get to know very well. 

ReCap was an extraordinary opportunity to really get an insight in a conflict that so much affects the world of today. The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is the never-ending story we all have been grown up with. To get a personal experience of the people affected was what made me apply for the project. Through ReCap I had the opportunity to get lectures on the situation on the very outskirts of Jerusalem by local lawyers and UN people. It meant a lot to get the possibility to discuss these lectures with local students. They gave me an insight to the situation for the people and how it affects their everyday life. I was happily surprised how open the Palestinian students were to discuss their view on anything from politics to culture.

Through ReCap I also got to see the situation in the refugee camp with my own eyes. Even though it was a bit though in the beginning to arrange activities for all these children, in the end they were the toughest ones to leave. And hopefully, by spending time with the children there, we spread the message that there is people from outside that do care about there situation. 

ReCap was my first visit in the middle-east and a great way of getting to know a new culture. It did open my eyes to the prejudices in Europe about the Muslim world. Many of the discussion with the Palestinians were about the differences and similarities of our cultures and religions. I realized how little I knew about this part of the world. I was surprised by the many similarities of both religion and culture. For me this means a lot for my future both private and in my future profession. In Sweden there are plenty of people with roots in the middle-east who sadly often are looked at with suspiciousness. Now I know the culture does not have to be an obstacle and that there are more similarities than differences. 

Mainly, ReCap has the important roll of spreading knowledge. I know all the participants of 2009 will bring home stories about life in Palestine which they will share with friends and family. In this way we will remind the world of this people and there poor situation. To with your own eyes see the roadblocks stopping everyday-life, to experience the lack of water in the refugee-camps is to understand the extraordinary effort of the Palestinians everyday. I also hope that our presence tells the Palestinians that there’s people how still do care. 
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