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I.  Central Activities & Initiatives

1. IPPNW Medical Student Exchange Program:  We are pleased to announce the launch of the long-awaited MedEx program.  For over a year, the IPPNW Medical Student Community has struggled to get the MedEx Program off the ground.  MedEx has the support of the Medical Students Board of Trustees (chaired by Dr. Vic Sidel) and was endorsed as a viable project at the November, 2001, Airlie House Board of Directors Meeting.  In early 2002, a full proposal was submitted for first-year funding of the MedEx Program’s (including 10 student placements).  This proposal was unsuccessful.  Nevertheless, we believe it is important to get the program started while we continue our search for funding.  With this first year of exchanges, we will not be able to offer financial sponsorship to potential MedEx students, but will do our best to minimize their cost through the generosity of our affiliate hosts.  It is our hope that successful exchanges will improve the viability of our funding proposal.  The IPPNW Student Exchange Program has recently been advertised on the IPPNW Listservers and will appear in the Fall 2002 issue of Vital Signs.  As we await our applicants, we are formulating a selection process that will appropriately pair interested students with host affiliates.  If you are interested in participating please let us know.  

2. Beijing Congress Preparations:  It is important at this early stage to take the initial steps in preparing for the medical student summit at the Beijing Congress.  For both programmatic and logistical reasons, it will be essential to have a local organizing committee in China.  However IPPNW does not, at this time, have Chinese student members.  Susan Lin, Coordinator in the Chinese Affiliate, has kindly offered her assistance in facilitating contact with Chinese medical students, but has cautioned that Chinese medical students are generally too busy to take part in social activities.  Our North Asian regional representative, Tomoko Inoue, a JPPNW student, will be working with us to prepare introductory materials for Chinese students in hopes of stimulating interest well in advance of the upcoming Congress.  

3. Cross-Regional Projects:  In the time since the Washington Congress, it has become clear that the IPPNW Medical Student constituency needs unifying and concrete projects that will supplement the more general medical student work conducted in partnership with physicians or in conjunction with the IFMSA.  Recruitment and retention of a robust medical student community continues to challenge the student movement.  It is our belief that several substantive, defined projects (representing the broad concerns of IPPNW medical students in different regions of the world) is essential to the health and strength of the movement.  The Cross-Regional Projects initiative will address two consequential challenges facing the IPPNW federation today: i.) extreme difficulty raising funds, and ii.) express student concerns about an ambiguous student mandate.  

We are currently working with our regional representatives to develop several Cross-Regional Projects.  We aim for these projects to follow the three-pronged approach of research, education (public awareness), and advocacy (influencing policy makers).  These projects will fall under four major categories:  Root Causes of War and Conflict;  Local Consequences;  Long-term Threats; and Preventive Measures.  The proposed projects are as follows:

· Root Causes—A research project on the effects of globalization on health and conflict.

· Local Consequences—There are four projects that fit under this category:  small arms, landmines, children and war, and refugees.

· Long-term threats—The Nuclear capitals project headed by the Swedish students falls under this category.

· Preventive measures—We would like to expand the peace education and conflict resolution projects in which many of our students have developed expertise.

4. Regional Representatives Meeting, (proposed Fall 2003):   In March of 2001 (one year after the Paris Congress, one year before the Washington Congress) the elected Student Regional Representatives met in New York City, with Vic Sidel and Herman Spanjaard, to assess the state of IPPNW student affairs.  As was evidenced at the New York Meeting, student leadership meetings of this kind are essential.  Elected Regional Reps work tirelessly to keep up with divergent medical student projects & issues in their geographical regions.  Regional Representative Meetings enable student leaders to formulate and maintain a consistent vision; to work with their counterparts in other regions; to dovetail and collaborate on activities; to maintain a unified, cooperative movement; to share strategies for organizational growth and productivity.  Prior to the 2002 Fiscal Year, medical students were allotted 1% of the Central Office budget (a sum that paid for the expenses of the New York meeting).  Given the current financial situation, all non-essential expenses have been cut from the CO budget and medical students do not have funding available for the foreseeable future.  However, the importance of a Regional Representatives Meeting in 2003 remains—particularly, as we plan for Beijing.  Students have proposed different locations for the meeting and are budgeting the possible costs.  India is one of the possible locations.  Our new Indian Student Chapter has offered to host this meeting in Hyderabad.  While it may be extraordinarily challenging to realize this goal, given the present financial realities, and the financial responsibilities of Beijing, the benefits of such a meeting merit our efforts in this direction.  We welcome support and guidance from Board Members on this matter.

II.  New Chapter Highlights

1.  Latin America:

In the region of Latin America, we are proud of the activities of our new student chapter in El Salvador.  Having attended the World Congress, Alvaro Guadamar and Antonio Hernandez were elected as Regional Representatives for Latin America.  They have taken the role very seriously and have not only infused their colleagues with their enthusiasm but have also made considerable efforts to reach students in other Latin American countries.  With the help and support of their affiliate and mentor, Dr. Paniagua, they have motivated their colleagues to participate in nuclear weapons awareness conferences and mobilized more than 100 students on their community outreach activities.  We would like to take this opportunity to applaud their efforts and ask for the Regional Vice President for Latin America, Dr. Antonio Jarquin, to aid their recruitment efforts.  Please look for an article highlighting the achievements of the El Salvador student group in the November 2002 issue of Vital Signs.

2.  South Asia:

In South Asia, there has been new interest brewing among our Indian colleagues.  Upon his return from the World Congress, Shyam Teegla, elected as one of two South Asian Regional Representatives, has succeeded in stimulating the formation of an IPPNW student chapter in his native Hyderabad.  To better appreciate our new student chapter in India, it is important to recognize the context out of which they emerge.  As Shyam states: “There has been no student group that was active in the past for us to look up to.  We are new to such activities.  It is thus more difficult for us to recruit new people.   Right from childhood in the school curriculum, there are chapters about India's nuclear program.  Nuclear weapons are referred [to] as the nation's pride.  In interviews for admission into universities and in the major competitive examinations, facts about nuclear weapons and nuclear power plants are frequently asked.  There is a deep- rooted notion that nuclear weapons are a necessity for us (also about the hatred for Pakistan).  We are faced with more opposition if we talk against nuclear weapons.”

Despite such obstacles, Shyam and his colleagues, Eswar and Narnath, have succeeded in forming their group:  Association of Medical Students for Peace and Amity (AMSPA).  They have also successfully obtained the support of the local Lions Club which will help fund their activities.  It is very promising to see the enthusiasm with which our new student leaders are not only reaching out to students in other parts of India but also to their colleagues in Pakistan.  

III.  Regional Updates

1.  LATIN AMERICA:

Regional Representatives:

· Alvero Guardado (El Salvador) emesares@yahoo.es
Antonio Hernandez Reyes (El Salvador) papa_tono@yahoo.com
Activities:

· Outreach efforts to: Panama, Guatemala, Dominican Republic, Nicaragua, Mexico, Cuba;

· Small Arms Project:  Includes morbidity assessment; Raising awareness; Developing a research protocol. Human resources/volunteers in place.  Lack funding. 

· MESARES Health Campaign: Mobilized 105 Medical Students from National University of El Salvador to visit rural community giving them medicines, working against Dengue, and having a party for the children;

· Helped affiliate host conference in the main hospital of El Salvador entitled, "MEDICINE AND NUCLEAR WAR.”  There were 83 participants – medical students, residents and physicians.  This served as a means for more student recruitment.

Obstacles:

· Communication:  Despite creation of the Spanish-language Listserver, students don’t have reliable access to the internet;

· Lack of reliable and consistent contact with the Regional Vice President;

· Commitment and follow-through needs to be improved.

2. NORTH AMERICA

Regional Representatives:

· April Kam (Canada) april.kam@learnlink.mcmaster.ca
Janet Lai (United States) jlai@hsc.vcu.edu
CANADA

Activities:

· Establishment of elective in International Health; Will be offered at University of Ottowa, Toronto, and McMaster; Jointly being developed by PGS, CSIH, and Dr. Christina Mills;  Have the protocol, human resources and volunteers but lack the funding. 

· PGS Hamilton’s 20th anniversary as a nuclear free zone.  

· Reaching out to High School Students

· Three McMaster students have created a presentation on topics including “Health Impacts of War and the Threat of Nuclear War” with accompanying case studies. This will be presented to several high schools throughout the year by a group of medical and health science students.
· PGS headquarters has been working to establish a link to every medical school in Canada with the aim of ensuring that every student who is entering medical school this year learns about PGS.

Obstacles:

· While there are numerous medical students throughout Canada, there is as yet no cohesive network for them.  

UNITED STATES

Activities:

· New SPSR website:  http://spsr.thruthenet.com/ unveiled September 2002.  Future addition of an interactive section of message boards, seminar series, etc is planned.

· 2nd Annual Student Leadership Conference: October 4-5, 2002. Held at the PSR National office in Washington DC.  Nine schools from across the country were represented: Mt. Sinai School of Medicine (New York), Albert Einstein College of Medicine (New York), Penn State College of Medicine (Pennsylvania), Emory University (Georgia), University of California at Davis, University of California at San Francisco, and the Medical College of Wisconsin.

· Environmental Health Program: Envirohealthaction website: www.envirohealthaction.org; Persistent Organic Pollutants; Safe Drinking Water; Climate Change:  “A Promise to the Earth: A Commitment Campaign to Reduce Global Climate Change”, available online on the SPSR web page; Energy; Chronic Disease and Environment

· Violence Prevention

-This program area focuses mainly on gun violence prevention in everyday clinical situations. PSR has produced pocketguides for students and health professionals to use and is currently involved in a public awareness campaign (using flyers, posters, and TV broadcasts).  

-Medical Student Forum against Gun Violence: scheduled for January 19-20, 2003 in Los Angeles, California. This is an effort headed by medical students and Dr. Wes Wesley of the PSR Board. It will focus on policy change in the U.S. gun manufacturing industry.

· Upcoming SPSR International Conference.  Scheduled for March 7-9, 2003. Location: TBA 

Options include Atlanta, Georgia or San Francisco, California. This will be decided by the end of October. We would very much like for our international colleagues to make plans to attend.

· Developing a student leader kit

· Improved communication with leaders at all 40 student chapters Nationwide

· Elections for new Medical Student Representative to the board. The PSR Board includes two medical student representatives that serve two overlapping years. We are looking forward to welcoming the new junior representative-elect at the end of October 2002.

Obstacles:

· Keeping up with the high turnover of student members and leadership has been quite a challenge.  

3.  MIDDLE EAST

Regional Representative:

· Fady Aziz (Egypt) dr_fadyaziz@hotmail.com
Activities:

· Outreach efforts to: Egypt, Palestine, Lebanon, Morocco, Mauritania, Iraq, Syria, Libya, Sudan;

· Letter Exhibition:  Letters from the middle east region (Egypt, Lebanon, Syria and Morocco) directed to the American medical students urging the United States to change their foreign policy towards the nuclear weapons inheritance, and to address the health effects of nuclear weapons;

· Plan to participate in the Cross-Regional Small Arms Project

· Book drive for Palestinian Students:  Organized by a very active students’ group in Palestine, this project aims to donate books and useful handouts for medical students in Palestine as a way of helping them pass their academic and clinical years of study. At this time there are problems sending the books to the University in Palestine given the difficult political situation;

· MedEx:  An active group in Mansoura city is working to coordinate an exchange program in Egypt.  The proposed program will be divided into two main parts, the first is a clinical clerkship in Mansoura University Hospital and the second is working on an environmental pollution project;

· Refugee Project:  Being organized by very enthusiastic and active Palestinian student members.  The project will take place in Palestine and aims to train students with skills needed in refugee camps;

· Conference Planning:  There are plans to coordinate a conference, organized by the Palestinian students, concerning refugees and health.  This also hopes to serve as the regional meeting for the Middle East. 

Obstacles:

· Communication difficulties include the language barrier, as well as lack of reliable internet access. In this case, there are countries in the region which are predominantly francophone;  

· Very few strong affiliates throughout the region

4.  SOUTH ASIA
Regional Representatives:

Shyam Teegla (India) mohansm_23@yahoo.com
Suzein Diano (Philippines) suzein@edsamail.com.ph
Activities:

· Student chapters in: India, Pakistan, & Philippines;

· Outreach to students in Bangladesh and Nepal;

· Interested students emerging in Australia;

· Increasing Nuclear Awareness and activism among students in Hyderabad, India;

· Strong student chapter in the Philippines working on issues of peace education, health and environment.

· Plan to participate in the Cross-Regional Small Arms Project;

· Plan to participate in Med Ex;

· Conference Planning for South Asia Regional meeting.

Obstacles:

· In India, there is a strong pro-nuclear culture which makes recruitment especially difficult
· Our new Indian chapter lacks direct supervision by IPPNW doctors in their town (however both Dr. Kurvey and Dr. Mitra have been very supportive);
· Retention of student members has proven difficult.  Similar to Latin America, students may verbally commit, but they are not always available for actions;
· The Indian students have suggested the need for better access to resources and informative materials (which the Central Office is ready to supply) as well as more workshops and training sessions;
· General lack of interaction and communication among students in the region.  Although there may be a number of active students and local chapters, they are not as yet communicating and interacting effectively.
5. AFRICA

Regional Representative:

· Annie Mwila (Zambia)  chibwe@catholic.org 

Activities:

· Chapters in: Zambia, Kenya, recently in Nigeria, and possibly in Tanzania;

· Refugee Proposal being developed by students in Zambia;

· Plan to participate in the Cross-Regional Small Arms Project;

· Plan to participate in MedEx;

Obstacles:

· Communication difficulties: access to the internet is not only logistically difficult, but very expensive;

· Communication with our Regional Rep and by our Regional Rep to other student members in the region has been challenging.

6.  NORTH ASIA

Regional Representative: 

· Tomoko Inoue (Japan) u1001090@hiroshima-u.ac.jp
Activities:

· Host to German Exchange student

Obstacles:

· Communication difficulties include language as well as a cultural barrier.  

· The demands from school and the role played by student members differ considerably from that of the West.

7.  EUROPE

Regional Representatives  

· Ivona Iacob (Romania)  irivo@yahoo.com
· Richard Fristedt (Sweden) Richard_fristedt@slmk.org
Activities:

· Nuclear Capitals Project, also “Nuclear Weapon Inheritance,” where student delegations travel to nuclear-weapons capitals and dialogue with other students about attitudes towards nuclear issues;
· Very close ties to IFMSA (International Federation of Medical Students Associations), especially the subgroup working on Refugees and Peace;
· A project called “Play-morning” where Estonian and Russian children, aged 5-7 years, and asylum seekers-children aged around ten, were gathered and put into small groups to try to increase tolerance among different groups of society, to minimize prejudices against refugees and asylum seekers and to promote integration of the society as a whole;
· Some students have been involved in conducting the “Peacetest”, which is a questionnaire that has been distributed among children/students to find out about their attitudes towards violence;
· A theme that has been consistent for a number of years now is conflict prevention. This together with human rights and health was the theme for the “Health through Peace” that preceded the Hague Appeal for Peace (where IPPNW played a important role). The approach of having a theoretical background combined with skills training and writing plans of action, proved to be very successful. European student leaders hope that this approach will be used more often, since it can be applied to almost any project.

IV. Appreciation & Commendation

On behalf of the elected student Regional Representatives, we would like to formally recognize three distinguished physician-mentors for their outstanding support of IPPNW medical student activities: Dr. Ignacio Paniagua (El Salvador); Dr. Arun Mitra (India); Dr. Lee Francis (United States).   

Since the 15th World Congress in Washington DC, these IPPNW physicians have committed time, money and guidance to medical students in their region and/or internationally.  These physicians have gone to great lengths to: (1.) include medical students in their activities to achieve peace through health; (2.) bolster the role and participation of medical students within the IPPNW federation; and (3.) serve as mentors, teachers, and role models for medical students pursuing work in humanitarian medicine.

For your leadership and for your support, thank you.

V.   Future Direction

Since the DC Congress we have been working on a number of different tasks which we are still in the process of finalizing.  These include:

· Working to improve the student website 

· Resuming publication of the IPPNW student newsletter 
· Establishing an Alumni/Seniors Club in an effort to facilitate the transition of student-activist to physician-activist
· Establishing a Conference Organizing Committee to provide logistical support for regional student conferences (which we are encouraging for all our regions).
· Refining the student guidelines and establishing protocols for student chapter membership.
· In addition, we are continuing the work of our predecessors by reaching out to traditionally under-represented regions in hopes of igniting interest in IPPNW among students around the world.
/End.
