Report on the Paris Student Congress

July 28-29, 2000

prepared by Caecilie Buhmann and Ernest Ryan Guevarra

In line with the 14th World Congress of the International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War (IPPNW) held in Paris, a meeting of the IPPNW students took place 2 days earlier on June 28-29, 2000. Eighty-three students from 23 countries met for two days and took part in workshops and discussions as well as in planning the future strategy for the students. 

The objectives of the meeting were 1) to consolidate IPPNW students from different countries; 2) to prepare the students for the main congress and 3) to discuss issues regarding the organization of the IPPNW students. 

PARTICIPATION:

The following lists the countries and their number of representatives:

Attendance (83)

Australia (1), Canada (4), Denmark (1), Finland (6), France (1), Germany (12), Greece (1), Japan (15), Kenya (1), North Korea (1), Mexico (2), the Netherlands (4), Norway (8), Philippines (1), Poland (2), Romania (4), Russia (1), Sweden (6), Turkey (1), United Kingdom (1), United States of America (3), Yugoslavia (5) and Zambia (2)

TOPICS COVERED

1. Lecures

On the first day of the student meeting, Co-president Dr. Mary-Wynne Ashford and former president Dr. Victor Sidel gave a lecture and discussion about IPPNW’s history and current campaigns and projects. Dr. Sidel talked on the topic “How can health professions students and health professionals contribute to peace” while Dr. Ashford talked about IPPNW, its mission and goals and current campaigns and projects. She also shared with the students a short film clip being used in the No Nukes campaign. 

2. Workshops

· Children and War Program

Dr. Joanna Santa Barbara and Dr. Stanislas Tomkiewicz were panelists on a workshop about children and war. This inspired several initiatives for peace education programmes directed at school age children which several students plan to work on locally.

· Medex Program

Piji Protopsaltis, IPPNW student coordinator from the  Central Office, presented the IPPNW Medical Student Exchange Program which was formulated in coordination with medical students from IPPNW Germany who has been successfully running such a program for years now. Through this workshop, the students suggested local programs in their countries to which IPPNW students from other countries can participate in through the exchange. It is hoped that this program will be operational by next year. 

· Peace Education in the Medical Curricula

Dutch students Marieke Blokzijl, Elske Hoornenborg and Saskia van der Weijden facilitated small group discussions on peace education with emphasis on how the students can advocate for its inclusion in the medical curriculum. This effort comes after previous experience by these students in organizing workshops on peace education and health and human rights among medical students in coordination with the International Federation of Medical Students Association (IFMSA). Through this, it is hoped that medical students can be equipped in advocating for peace education in their medical curriculum. 

· Organizing IPPNW students

Finally, a major discussion in this meeting was that concerning the organization of the IPPNW students, including strategies to be utilized to strengthen the group regionally and internationally. The student group is still young and it has the advantage of having many active and committed members who will mark the future of IPPNW. Contrary to other organizations, it has the advantage of having both students and doctors working together, a potential which should be utilized in the future. This is a fact which is acknowledged by the IPPNW board of directors who have decided to allocate 1 % of the annual budget on the students organization. The use of this fund will be decided by the students with approval and guidance from the IPPNW Medical Student Board of Trustees chaired by Dr. Victor Sidel. 

At the meeting it was decided to change the organization of the students group. Earlier there was one regional student representative from Asia, Africa South America, North America and two from Europe. It was decided to expand the number of representatives so that there now are one representative from North Asia and one from South Asia instead of only one for the whole region and that North America also will have two student representatives. 

There was also a change in the medical student representatives. The medical student representatives are members of the board of directors of IPPNW and serves to represent the student group on decision-makings done by the board. Till now they have been assigned to the post for two years like all other members of the board. But students are busy and unlike the doctors they are not members of the students group for so long, which is partly because students become doctors and therefore continue in other parts of IPPNW. The student group has long suffered from this set-up since it results in that all the experienced students disappear from the group and there is a lack of continuity in the work of the student representative. To solve this problem it was decided to elect the medical student representatives for a 3-year period instead of only 2 years. The first year of office the newly elected student representatives function as trainees, taking part in the work of the board without having the right to vote. The last two years they are full members of the board with right to vote. During the last year in the post, there will be two new trainees who can learn from the experience of the already elected student representatives and continue their work.

In Paris Ernest Ryan Guevarra from the Philippines, who have already functioned as a medical student representative for half a year, and Caecilie Böck Buhmann from Denmark were elected as medical student representatives for the next 3 year period. Since the old medical student representative Anna Sjogren did not whish to continue office for the next year Ernest and Caecilie  are full members of the board for the whole 3 year period.

2. Special activities 

· Student project presentations

There were several student presentations from the countries represented at the meeting so that everybody could get an idea of the work being done locally. Students from Zambia, the Netherlands and Yugoslavia are working with refugees and refugee children. In Sweden, Japan and Australia, students have made information campaigns about nuclear weapons and war. Students from Germany, Denmark and Yugoslavia are working on new and already existing exchange programmes. In Zambia, students are working on the landmines issue and in Yugoslavia, a big part of the work is on informing the world about the war there and the current situation. A video has been produced and a number of pictures of civilian casualties during the bombings in Kosovo have been collected. Both the video and the pictures have already been showed in Romania and Danish students plan to exhibit these as well. A huge effort is done in several countries to have  human rights accepted in the medical curricula. Japan, the United States and the Netherlands already have experiences with peace education in high school and among medical students. Workshops planned for the following year are a workshop on human rights in Norway and a workshop on children and war in Sarajevo.

· Street action 

The days were tightly scheduled but there was also time to take part in a street action in the centre of town at a square in St. Germain des Pres where students and doctors distributed flyers encouraging to abolish all nuclear weapons. They suggested a strategy to do so and underscored their point by informing about the consequences of a 1-megaton nuclear bomb explosion in Louvre in the heart of Paris. Within a few hours a large number of signatures were collected which are now in the hands of the IPPNW board of directors.







