IPPNW Student Activities

Prepared by Caecilie Böck Buhmann

This report is meant as an up-date of the student activities, which have taken place since the last World Congress in Paris in June 2000. A long list of initiatives has been taken towards organising the students internationally as well as starting up new projects. 

It is incredibly rewarding and inspiring to see the new energy among the students and it is a promise for the future of IPPNW and the work towards a nuclear-free and more peaceful world.

The report is divided in three. New materials, the initiatives to organise the students and finally a short outline of the current international projects.

Materials:

· A student brochure has been produced. It briefly describes what IPPNW is and gives an outline of themes under which the current student projects fall. The brochure has been written to students and can be used locally as well as internationally. It is at the moment only on electronic form and is available on the Internet, but there are plans to print it so that it can be used for more official purposes.
· Over-heads for a general student introduction to IPPNW has been produced and used on several occasions. 
· A Start-up kit adapted from the Student Physicians for Social Responsibility Chapter Start-Up Kit has been produced. It briefly outlines the background of IPPNW and the organisation’s achievement. Furthermore it gives ideas for how to organise a student group and local projects. The intention is that except from being available on the internet it should also be send to students in countries with no prior student group and it could possible be distributed to the affiliates for inspiration.

· A Survey is being finalised at the moment. It should be distributed to all active student groups and is intended to assist in the task of monitoring current student activities and the number of active students worldwide. The results will be added to the info in the online database, which is under construction (see below).

· A Database is under construction. The idea is to collect all available information about active student members of IPPNW and prior and current student projects. A National Student Representative from each country should have access to the database so that information can be up-dated and new members/projects added on a running basis. This would save a lot of time for the Central Office and the International Student Representatives and it would be a possibility for all students to get information and exchange ideas and experiences. A plan of it is available on the Internet and can be accessed from the online discussion (see below)

· An Online Discussion Group has been initiated. Everyone can log in on the site and participate in discussion. Currently there is discussion on a number of the above mentioned student initiatives. We encourage everyone to visit the site and participate in the discussions. LINK: http://ippnw-students.community.everyone.net/
· A Student Web-site is planned and a domain name has already been purchased. It shall contain info on student activities, contact information to International and Regional Student Representatives, link to the database and discussion group and a document repository containing all documents on student activities like the above mentioned and reports and Bulletins.

Organising the students:

The over all themes during the last year has been how to involve more students in international activities, recruiting new members, strengthening the students within IPPNW, monitoring the number of current active students and the local projects and building stronger relations with other student organisations like IFMSA (International Federation of Medical Students Associations).

These are huge and time demanding tasks, but during the last year a number of initiatives have contributed to speeding up the process.

In March 2001 the two International Student Representatives, Piji Protopsaltis from the Central Office and Regional Student Representatives from Africa, North Asia, the Middle East and North America met in New York for 3 days to discuss the improvement of the student organisation. The meeting was a great success. Many of the Regional Representatives have shown an impressing activity in the spring and great initiatives has followed. A separate report is available.

At the meeting in New York a plan of action was made to recruit students in countries which do not yet have student activities. Another important step in the process has been the very successful European Regional Student Meeting in Uppsala Sweden with more than 50 participants. Among them were many countries represented which have not earlier been represented. Also an informal Regional Meeting took place in Yugoslavia just recently. All in all new contacts in Panama, Peru, Egypt, Colombia, Estonia, Russia, Bosnia, France and Poland have resulted.

Hopefully the planned Regional meetings in Latin America and North Asia will be successful and will involve students as well. The Nuclear Capitals Project (mentioned below), the next European Meeting in Estonia in the spring 2002 and the World Congress in Washington in May 2002 will hopefully also contribute to the recruitment of new students.

In 1999 the IPPNW Board of Directors appointed a Medical Students’ Board of Trustees consisting of student representatives and IPPNW doctors. The Board has met twice during the last year. In Boston at the time of the IPPNW Board of Directors meeting and in New York at the time of the Regional Student Representatives meeting. Here the members of the board had a chance to meet some of the active IPPNW students. The main purpose of the Board is to strengthen the students' position within IPPNW. It has been very beneficial and helpful to discuss regional problems with the board and its members have supported the work of the students on a number of occasions during the last year. The Board of Trustees has been very efficient in making the students feel an appreciated and integrated part of IPPNW.

Initiating the database and the survey has been very important steps in the process of monitoring local projects and identifying the number of active students worldwide. The survey will be distributed during the coming months and hopefully we will have the results in the fall 2001. 

The Student Directory is being up-dated regularly and the subscribers to the IPPNW student server are currently being identified.

A lot of work has been put into strengthening the relations between IPPNW and IFMSA. IPPNW was represented at the last IFMSA meeting at Malta in March 2001 by International Student Representative, Caecilie Buhmann. Also at the coming IFMSA meeting in Denmark in August 2001 IPPNW will be strongly represented by physicians as well as a number of students. Furthermore students are co-operating closely with IFMSA on a national level. In several countries there are close relations with the IFMSA Standing Committee on Refugees and Peace and several IFMSA students have participated in the international student meetings of IPPNW.

International Projects:

· An international group of students are working on arranging the Precongress Student meeting before the World Congress in Washington D.C. next year. Special effort is put in to fundraising money for travel assistance so that we can get a broad representation of countries at the congress.

· The MedEx initiative, which has been dormant for a while, is now moving fast. A group of students are working on the project and the plan is to have the first rotation during the summer of 2002. MedEx is an exchange programme developed on the basis of a German project, which has been running for years. The idea is to exchange students who will follow an active IPPNW physician in as well the daily clinical work as the voluntary work on IPPNW issues.

· The Nuclear Capitals Project is a new project initiated at the European Student Meeting in Sweden this year. The project is based on the idea of the Dialogue Seminars with Decision-Makers, which has been undertaken by IPPNW physicians for years. A delegation of IPPNW students will in the coming year visit students in the seven nuclear capitals to discuss nuclear weapons issues. Further more a survey will be distributed to monitor the general opinion towards nuclear weapons and abolition among students who might end in decision making positions later in life. A successful pilot project took place in Moscow at the time of the recent dialogue seminar there. A final report is planned to be presented at the World Congress next year.

· Students are still active in promoting Peace Education all over the world. In Europe a questionnaire is planned which should be distributed among medical students to evaluate their interest in issues of peace education. Several curricula has been put together now.

The mentioned projects are all international, but the large number of local projects is still the backbone of the IPPNW student’s activities. They will not be mentioned here but shouldn’t be left out of the bigger picture. 

All in all the last year has been very promising and motivating for IPPNW students all over the world. We all look forward to see the effects of the current initiatives and the meetings planned to take place in the year to come.

