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Board Meeting (October 25-27)

The student report included updates of student activities by region undertaken since the DC Congress.  It also outlined the strengths and challenges faced by student members in each region.  In addition, we presented the numerous central activities on which we are currently working (the full report is available upon request).

The report was presented by Proochista and Allison (Ahmed was unable to attend due to heavy exam schedule).  Richard, also present, contributed by updating the board on the Nuclear Inheritance Project (NIP).  Other students present as observers included Thomas from Germany, Caecilie from Denmark, Marike and Saskia from the Netherlands, and Christine from Norway.

A tradition we began at this board meeting and one we hope to continue in the years to come is awarding Certificates of Appreciation to Physicians who have demonstrated exemplary support of their student members.  The first set of awards went to Dr. Paniagua from El Salvador, Dr. Kurvey and Dr. Mitra from India, as well as Dr. Lee Francis from the US.

Overall the report was well received by the board and we look forward to their participation in future student initiated cross-regional projects as well as increased involvement of students in current affiliate programs. 

The cross-regional small arms proposal was presented to the small arms working group and was very well received.  The Physicians are supportive and interested in being involved in this and other student research initiatives.

German Student Meeting (Nov 1-3)

Format and Content:

The National German Student IPPNW meeting took place in Gottingen, Germany November 1-3.  The meeting was hosted by the Gottingen student chapter and located in a cabin with dormitory style accommodations and home cooked meals.  The speakers were both local experts as well as IPPNW docs throughout Germany.  Topics included refugees and immigration laws in Germany, structural violence and social suffering, civil conflict prevention, Peace through Health, and mini nukes, the Israel/Palestine conflict, and Iraq.
The conference began with a simulation of the refugee experience.  Participants, upon entry, were treated as refugees attempting to immigrate to a new country.  The organizers simulated a country with a distinct language and made the ‘immigrants’ struggle through the various hurdles that many refugees experience including the long bureaucracy.  It was a very interesting and well-done exercise.

Participation:

Nearly 70 students were in attendance representing 19 cities across Germany.  In addition to the above-mentioned workshops and lectures, chapters shared their activities and presented their various projects.  In addition the IPPNW-German exchange students presented their experience in:  Cuba, Zambia, Canada, India, Nepal, Serbia, and Bosnia.  

Governance:

Elections were held for National Student representatives resulting in the election of:  Claudia Raichle (Claudia.raichle@gmx.de ) Ulm University expected Graduation 2004. and Julia Borsche (juliaborsche@gmx.net )  serving her 2nd term. Julia is from Leipziz University expected Graduation 2004.  Caroline Missbach (cm@triticea.de) just completed her term as National Representative.  Elections for representatives to the National German IPPNW board will take place later in the spring. This position is currently held by Vera Hupe. 

Appeal:

· Students were asked to sign up for the international listserve 

· The conference organizers were asked to participate on the international conference organizing advisory board.  They agreed

· The students recently returned from their exchange were asked to write of their experience in the student newsletter.  The first will appear in the upcoming newsletter.

· Discussions with the organizers of a particularly interesting project involving a photo documentary of children’s attitudes about various issues culminated in possibilities for international expansion.  More on this later.

· Contact was made with the German IFMSA representative.

Meeting with Nicola Regarding Possible Children of War Project (Nov 2)

Objective:

One of the ideas for cross-regional projects involved the topic of children and war.  Ernest had suggested the best person to advise on this would be Nicola.  Since she was present at the student meeting, this gave us opportunity to discuss the possibilities for such a project

Outcomes:

From our discussion it appears that there has been considerable work already done in the field and that there is already substantial sources of information and statistics on the subject of children in war.  One angle we thought we may be able to take is the long-term consequences/impact of war on children who are now grown up.  It would be more along the lines of case reports.   We decided to give it all some thought and she will consult Joanna Santa Barbara on this as well.  For now, lets put it on the back burner.

Future Direction:

We will be working with Ernest, Nicola and Joanna to further refine our ideas and formulate a cohesive project which will call upon both student and physician participation.

European Student Conference Organizing Committee Meeting (Nov 3)

Members include:

· Thomas ("Thomas Föller" <thomasfoeller@web.de> )

· Caroline (cm@triticea.de)

· Julia (juliabousche@gmx.net )
· Claudia (Claudia.raichle@gmx.de )
Unfortunately, I did not get the names and emails of all the other organizers but Thomas can forward our messages to them (they conduct most of the business in German—at least in this early stage).

Discussions:

At this meeting, they discussed themes, funding, and time commitments.  There has not been much done up to now and the hope is that people will begin taking on more responsibilities after this meeting.
The meeting will take place in Berlin this coming June.  The forum they have identified is only able to accommodate approximately 120 students.  As such they will be limiting participation.  They would like to have representation from Eastern Europe and will work to sponsor and estimated 15 students.  

Proposed themes include:  

· Nuclear

· Refugee

· Conflict Resolution

· Open theme (i.e. structural violence, ethical issues etc)

They hope to have no more than 20 people per workshop and the workshops will last 3 hours.  They discussed possible speakers and will be approaching different people in the coming months.  

They spoke about an interested ‘role playing’ introduction where participants would be assigned to one side of a debate (i.e. Israel/Palestine) so as to better understand the conflict.  There is a German model which they will use to develop this.  They discussed the possibility of having Israeli and Palestinian students/experts present to help better elucidate the arguments.  

Registration fee will be 100 Euros for Western Europeans and 50 for Eastern Europeans.  They spoke about possible funding sources within Germany and accepted the proposal that they look to their European student members in other countries to help with the fund-raising.  

They will also be inviting European chapters to suggest and/or conduct workshops (such as nuclear inheritance and peace education).  I offered to put them in touch with MedSin and invite a US doc to participate by presenting the US Nuclear position.

Plan:

· The organizers will follow through with their fundraising efforts in Germany

· They will approach European colleagues for suggestion on funding as well as workshops

· They will send out the preliminary agenda to other Europeans for feedback and suggestions

· They agree to consider having various levels of training available to accommodate students at various levels of experience with IPPNW.

Meeting with Munanga (Nov 4-5)

(our former African Regional Representative now in the UK)

Objective:

To discuss communication and other barriers facing our African students and come to possible solutions.

Content of Discussion:

Communication

· He conveyed the logistical communication barriers faced by students in particular countries in Africa such as Zambia.  While the schools provide internet access for students the lines are often quite long and the service very slow.  The internet cafes while available are too expensive and practically inaccessible to students. 

· We came to the conclusion that short monthly phone calls to our African Regional representative, Annie, would be the best way to stay in touch for the time being.

· Munanga very generously agreed to stay in touch and facilitate communication wherever possible and help answer some of our questions with respect to students in the region and general regional issues.

Continuity of IPPNW students in Africa

We discussed the general situation with health care students in Zambian and their need to leave the country for further training upon graduation.  This has important implications for our contacts within the region.  We will be working on this issue in the form of a cross-regional project (further detail will be available shortly).

Small Arms Project Participation
I shared with Munanga the Small Arms protocol and he supports the project and agrees that it would be feasible within the Zambian context.  

Future Plans:

· We will discuss the possibility of having short monthly phone calls with our African Regional representatives

· We will stay keep Munanga in the loop for logistical assistance and advice

· We will formulate a cross regional project on the African Brain Drain

· We will approach Annie concerning Zambian student participation in the small arms project.  Other countries in Africa to be approached will include Kenya and the Congo.

Meeting with Mike Rowson of MedAct (Nov. 5)

Objective:

To seek advice on possible student cross-regional projects pertaining to the issue of Globalization and solicit the mentorship and council of MedAct in the development process.

Content of Discussion:

We began by discussing MedAct’s role within IPPNW and their broader scope and further reaching affiliations with organizations such as Save the Children.  They have done considerable work in the area of Globalization and Mike was able to give me a very good sense of current research exploring the relationship between globalization and health.  Through our conversation, two possible themes emerged which I later further developed with Emily (of MedSin).  These included Quality of Care and the Brain Drain.

We also discussed involvement of MedSin students with MedAct and future cooperation, coordination, and retention.  Currently, MedAct is very actively involved with it’s student members providing them with workshops and involving them in their advocacy work.

Future Plans:

Cross-regional research protocols will be developed for Quality of Care and the Brain Drain.  Mike will help advise on these.

Meeting with Int’l Health and Medical Education Center (Nov. 5)

(Website--  www.ihmec.ucl.ac.uk)

Objective:

To understand what the Int’l Health and Medical Education Center do, how they do it and where there is opportunity for cooperation.

Content of Discussion:

Their Mission

Chris Willott (who attended the DC Congress) (ihmec@ucl.ac.uk) is a part of this group recently established to provide medical students in the UK with Int’l health education and experience.  They provide students with seminar courses on int’l health and social awareness.  

The Exchange

More interesting for us, they are recently developing an exchange program to further support the objectives of their program.  The contact for this program is a former IPPNW student from Peru, Jaime (j.Miranda@ucl.ac.uk).  They have program contacts currently in Peru, India, Bangladesh, Nepal, and Tanzania.  I spoke with them about the possibilities for cooperation with our MedEx program.  They are receptive to this and I encourage to discuss this further with them.  What I appreciated is that they are also convinced of the importance of reciprocal exchanges in place of the dominant unilateral approach where UK students do the traveling.  We also discussed the development (possibly by our student members within various regions) of cultural fact sheets to be made available to students anticipating exchanges within that particular country.  Such fact sheets should describe the health system, social system, and cultural norms.

Future Plans:

· Consider cooperating with them on the exchange

· Discuss with our regional reps the possibility of drafting informative fact sheets for exchange students.

Meeting with Emily Spry, past president of MedSin (Nov. 4-6)

(www.medsin.org)

Objective:

To establish communication with the very active medical student group in the UK and initiate possible cooperative projects.  

MedSIN as an organization:

The Medical Students’ International Network (MedSIN) is the UK member of IFMSA and has strong affiliations with MedAct as well as the British Medical Association.  It’s first chapters began in 1997 and has since grown to encompass every medical school in the country with over 2000 members.

MedSin has really strengthened their organization within the past couple of years and have done so largely by focusing and encouraging grass-roots projects.  Their model, takes one project, develops a package around it (instructions, beginning materials, etc) and disseminates it to other chapters across the country.  Much of their work focuses on education and advocacy.  

MedSIN activities:

(excerpts extracted from the MedSIN conference program)  

· Sexpression—student led sex education in schools

· Marrow—Recruitment of individuals for the Anthony Nolan bone marrow register

· Homed—work with the homeless

· Refugee Action Network in conjunction with STAR (student action for refugees)—currently under development

· BACCUP—student led project sending students from Cardiff to imporove the lives of Belarusian orphans.  This project is currently being expanded internationally by SKIP (Support for Kids International Projects).  

Recent National MedSIN Conference:

MedSIN recently held its annual national conference in Birmingham  October 25-27th.  There were an astounding 350 participants in attendance.  The conference was entitled ‘Tackling Deprivation’ and covered topics ranging from poverty and health to education, safe water, and refugees.  

Possibilities for Cooperation:

Given the students’ interest on the issue of Globalization, Emily and I worked to 

further develop the two globalization projects mentioned above:  Quality of Care and the Brain Drain.  Outlines for these projects will be available in the next couple of months.

Future Direction:

· Emily was informed and put in contact with the European IPPNW student conference organizers and looks forward to having MedSIN both participate in the planning.

· She was informed about our other current European activities and (ie NIP) and put in touch with our regional representatives, Ivona and Richard.

· Emily expressed the readiness of MedSIN to further cooperate on international projects and looks forward to increased relations with IPPNW.

· She was placed on our student listserve

· She will be working closely with us to develop the above mentioned projects on Globalization

Meeting with Jess of People and Planet (Nov. 7)

(www.tradejusticemovement.org.uk)

Objective:

We were informed of this prominent UK National Student organization by Emily and encouraged to explore possible cooperation.

People and Planet as an Organization:

They are a student organization of 70 student groups in the UK.  They run National coordination campaigns on World Poverty, Human Rights, and Development.  They work mostly on education and advocacy.  They do policy research, strategy planning, produce campaign materials, and conduct press work and network.  They currently focus on 5 major campaigns including:  Trade Justice, Climate Change, Arms Trade, and War on Iraq.  They have contacts and cooperation with the “All African Students Union” (AASU) that we should consider tapping into.

There are numerous possibilities for cooperation with this group and I definitely recommend that we begin to work more with such organizations.  At this time we can explore their website and consider the possibilities.  

