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(1.) European Regional Student Meeting: Dublin, Ireland April 8th-12th 2004
Register now for the upcoming IPPNW European Regional student meeting which is scheduled to take place from April 8th to the 12th in Ireland at the Glencree Centre for Peace

 HYPERLINK "http://www.glencree-cfr.ie/" \t "_blank"  and Reconciliation. More information about the program and registration can be found at: http://www.ippnw-students.org/Ireland2004/Ireland2004.html. 
 This year's IPPNW European Regional Student Conference, which will be entitled "Peace through Health," will be a four day residential conference, and accommodation and food will be covered by the 100 Euros registration fee.   

 The conference will be quite broad - reflecting the many areas of activism that are of interest to IPPNW students across Europe. We'll approach 'Peace' from many angles, international, political, and personal, and train participants on leadership skills you can use in your own community. While there will be discussions and workshops on Nuclear Disarmament and the work of the Nuclear Weapons Inheritance Program we will also focus extensively on the roots of conflict - international injustice, world debt, and HIV/AIDS. 
 Practical issues such as working in the third world, how to run an effective organization, leadership skills, dialogue technique with decision makers will also be addressed. You can pick and choose the topics that interest you most as we will have three conference rooms each holding a different event. 
But it won't be all work either: The conference will be fun, a dynamic meeting of energetic minds, and we will have evening activities too.  You are surely to come away re-energized and amazed by your fellow IPPNW activists.


So - go ahead and come to Ireland. We're awaiting your application! 
Please contact the Irish student organizers directly at: medstudentconference@yahoo.ie 



(2.) Organizing Committee for the 16th World Congress Student Meeting in Beijing, China, September 2004
Proochista Ariana, Ahmed Geneid and Molly Goggin would like to invite interested IPPNW Medical Students to participate in the planning of the IPPNW student pre-congress.  The Student Meeting will precede IPPNW’s 16th World Congress: Peace Through Health on September 15th and 16th, 2004 in Beijing China at Peking University.  Members of the Organizing and Planning Committee will be responsible for finalizing the agenda, fundraising, ensuring wide student representation, and addressing logistical issues.  We welcome your productive comments and suggestions.  If you are interested in joining the Organizing Committee, please send an email as soon as possible to Molly at mgoggin@ippnw.org.  In your email, identify an area where you think you could be most helpful from the list below:

I. Program Development -- We will begin with the draft program and move forward by identifying possible speakers, developing informative materials, and organizing workshops that cater to both the most experienced IPPNW student as well as those new to the organization.  
II.  Fundraising -- This is the most critical task we have.  Our goal is to raise enough funds to ensure at least one student participant from each country where we have an active IPPNW student chapter.  An expensive endeavor to say the least but one we will achieve.  (Please keep in mind that all fundraising activities will have to be undertaken under the guidance of the central office.)
III.  Participant Identification -- We will work with the Regional Representatives to identify active IPPNW students at the national level who would benefit from attendance at the World Congress.  We will then work with them to raise the necessary funds to facilitate their attendance. 
For more information and for registration materials for IPPNW’s 16th World Congress, please visit www.chinamed.com.cn/ippnw or contact Molly Goggin mgoggin@ippnw.org 



(3.) 2004 MedEx Exchange Opportunities 
Don’t forget!  IPPNW's International Medical Student Exchange Program, MedEx, you a unique exchange program encompassing both a clinical and a social service experience in another country.  With the help of our IPPNW affiliates, we are pleased to announce the second year of IPPNW's MedEx.  Programs will run for approximately 8 weeks, with 4 weeks devoted to clinical work and the remaining 4 weeks with an IPPNW social service project.  To date, we have opportunities available in Canada, Kenya, Philippines, Egypt, and Zambia.  If your national affiliate is not currently offering an IPPNW MedEx exchange program please encourage them to do so!  We expect programs in other IPPNW countries soon. For more information on the IPPNW MedEx exchange program, contact Molly Goggin at mgoggin@ippnw.org or go to the IPPNW Student website, http://www.ippnw-students.org/and
* Read detailed information on the profiles of participating countries
* Download an application form

* Review selection procedure for qualified applicants
Please note that funding is not available at this time to subsidize exchanges.  As such, students are expected to cover the expenses of their exchange. 



(4.) IPPNW Student Project Updates:
 

NWIP by Caecilie Buhmann, International Coordinator of the NWIP
The Nuclear Weapons Inheritance project has had a very busy and productive year in 2003. Throughout the year, we have sent delegations to India, Russia, Pakistan, UK and US and have given presentations and workshop on a number of different occasions. 
 NWIP is comprised of about 25 active students dispersed over Europe, Asia and North America. Over the past year we have trained about 150 students in disarmament basics and dialogue technique and have undertaken 10 dialogues at different medical colleges in nuclear weapon states. Since the projects inception, we estimate having dialogued with over 1000 students. 

 In 2003, the project expanded its focus from primarily raising public awareness to also establishing an active student network within nuclear weapon states.  Currently, we are focusing more on training, facilitation and strategic planning with local students. The result has been tremendous and we have many new members helping to establish student networks in India, Pakistan, the UK and the US who are now trying to define their own goals and action plans with our help. 

 The challenge for 2004 will be to develop standardized teaching material, an NWIP web-page on the IPPNW student website, and to help local student networks consolidate their efforts and therefore become more autonomous in their activities.  We also hope to develop a project evaluation tool – in order successfully maintain the continuity within the project of experienced trainers as well as future coordinators.  This will prove to be our biggest challenge - especially given that the skills can only be learned through experience - but we are sure that the coming year will show new and exiting developments. 

 At this point we have informal invitations to send delegations to India, Pakistan, UK, US and Russia in 2004 and we have been asked to arrange workshops at the European IPPNW student Meeting in Ireland in April and at the student pre-congress and the IPPNW World Congress in Beijing. We also hope to expand our contacts in China and France over the next 6 months. 

 We need all the help we can get to be able to live up to our goals for 2004 - and anyone interested in joining the project on the national or international level are more than welcome. Working for the NWIP is a great job. We have seen that we can make a difference and we have had a lot of positive feedback -- all this while we learn something in the process. The NWIP is a project you can grow with and every month brings new challenges and great experiences.  Not having anyone else working on NWIP in your country should not deter you from getting involved.  We organize internationally and therefore much of the work takes place over email. If you would like more information feel free to contact the two international project coordinators, Caecilie Buhmann cbuhmann@yahoo.com or Richard Fristedt richardfristedt@yahoo.com and help us make a difference!

 RECAP  by Sina Helbig and Nedaa Issa, Project Coordinators
 

How ReCap Got Started 
At the European/Middle East – IPPNW students’ meeting in Berlin in June 2003 about 15 medical students from over 10 different countries launched the Palestinian Refugee Camp Project.  The idea has not been new, though never brought successfully into practice. Already 3 years ago Palestinian medical students were thinking of conducting a project in one of the refugee camps in the occupied Palestinian territories.

This time the project hopes to become a reality! About 10 international and 10 local Palestinian medical students have been working to make this project a success.  A valuable and motivating week of preparation was spent together in November in Palestine.  Further contacts with cooperation organisations were made, and the refugee campsite was chosen.
Tentative Project Schedule -- may be subject to change, please contact Sina Helbig, sinahelbig@yahoo.de or Nedaa Issa, nedaai@yahoo.com for most recent information
 
 The project will take place from March 27th – April 18th 2004 in the West Bank.  Applications will be restricted to 15 international medical students, interested in the following:
 -- refugee health, particularly mental health
 -- practical work within the field of mental health and children
 

 There will be workshops throughout the first week, covering the following topics:

-- current situation in Israel/Palestine

-- situation of the refugees in the camps

-- children and war
 

To date, the local Palestinian students have conducted a survey on the psychological impact of war and occupation on refugee children in 3 refugee camps in Bethlehem. The results will be used as a platform with which to perform the project.  Invited workshop lecturers are from the UNRWA (United Nation Relief Work Agency for Palestinian refugees), BADIL (Resource Centre for Palestinian refugees), and the Red Crescent Society. The workshops will take place in Al-Quds-University, Abu Dis.

 The following 2 weeks will consist of activities with refugee children in the Aida refugee camp in Bethlehem. The activities, such as drama and teaching English, will take place in the afternoons with children who are between the ages of 10 and 16 years old.  The program provides a 3-day introduction to drama performance and teaching English, both including a focus on expressive therapy.  Our goal is to help children find ways in which to express themselves and their feelings, apart from throwing stones at soldiers.  Mornings will be spent getting to know the health care situation and performing a rotation in one of the local health care centres. 

Contact and Application
ReCap Project information and applications can be found on the IPPNW student homepage: www.ippnw-students.org.  Simply click on ReCap! There you will find the application forms, pictures, and contact information for those who wish to participate in the project! Also the organizing committee always can use a hand, so if you are interested to join the organizing committee, feel free to contact the Middle East Regional Student Representative Fady Aziz dr_fadyaziz@hotmail.comb.

PALESTINIAN BOOK PROJECT by Mustafa Ghanem, International Book Project Coordinator-PMSSR 
So far, 40 medical textbooks have arrived in Palestine from the USA and PMSSR distributed them to Palestinian medical students according to the following criteria:
 

1-Activity and engagement in IPPNW (especially in the book project itself)

2-Individual need for the textbooks 
 
This is an ongoing project that we still need your help with!  We are still working with our IPPNW Affiliate friends to ensure that the more books we receive will be donated to as many different students as possible to make sure that the maximum amount of our students will benefit from this project.
To help with the Palestinian Book Project and to donate medical textbooks, please contact Mustafa Ghanem, mustaaaa@yahoo.com. 



(5.) NEW International IPPNW Student Website Launched! By Alex Rosen, IPPNW Webmaster & European Student Co-Representative  
As you know, the IPPNW Students' Movement is active at many universities around the globe, organizing projects, exchange programs and student congresses. However, in the past, it was always a bit of a problem, getting information to where it was supposed to go and finding out more about the existing IPPNW student groups in other parts of the world. That's why, in the age of world-wide-webbing, the idea came up of creating an International IPPNW Student Website.  A site like this, we thought, would not only allow for better communication amongst IPPNW students, but it would also facilitate the coordination of student projects and congresses and serve as a database for useful information concerning IPPNW student issues, making information available to a wider audience of interested medical students.

Last summer, this idea became a reality. The new international IPPNW student website www.ippnw-students.org gives students all over the world the opportunity to find out more about the IPPNW student movement or participate in international projects like the Medical Exchange Program (MedEx), the Nuclear Weapons Inheritance Project (NWIP) or the Refugee Camp Project (ReCap). Online-Application for conferences and projects, access to the different student mailing lists and a huge database of links, articles, documents, photos and background information are just the beginning.  In addition, every national affiliate has her own website, which can be design by itself, adding useful information concerning local projects, photos, links and contact information – also giving the website a more personal touch.
We're currently working on many improvements to the site and would greatly appreciate any or all comments that you might have. In addition, we're always on the lookout for interested students who would like to join our web-crew and help improve the site as it evolves to the central focus of the International IPPNW Student Movement. Don't worry - no prior experience in programming or web-design are required - it's really simple and anyone can get down to business after a short introduction to web-design, which we have specifically designed for IPPNW students, willing to help us with the site.  Maybe you're interested?
So take a look at www.ippnw-students.org and tell us what you think. We're looking forward to hearing form you.

For more information please contact Alex Rosen ippnw@web.de.
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