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1.) Welcome and Introduction
Victor W. Sidel, MD, Chair, IPPNW Medical Student Board of Trustees
Former Co-President, IPPNW Federation
Distinguished University Professor of Social Medicine, Montefiore Medical Center

I am extremely pleased to be invited to write this brief description of the work of the IPPNW Medical Student Board of Trustees. Since the formation of IPPNW in 1980, the International Council and the Board of Directors of IPPNW have recognized that students of medicine and of the other health professions are extremely important in the progress toward IPPNW's goals. The work of IPPNW in the 1980's, and the work of its affiliates in many nations in the years before that, could not have been accomplished without the dedicated and effective work of students. The award of the Nobel Peace Price to IPPNW in 1985 honored the activities of students as well as the other members of IPPNW affiliates in the prevention of nuclear war.

As the activities of IPPNW and its affiliates have expanded since 1985, the activities of students have kept pace. Prevention of the use of nuclear weapons and the abolition of nuclear weapons remains the primary task of IPPNW. But this work now includes prevention of violent conflict could lead to use or threat of use of nuclear weapons, abolition of other weapons of mass destruction, prevention of environmental problems and diversion of resources caused by war and other military activities, and prevention of the contributions of poverty, racism, and environmental pollution to conflict, violence and war. All of these issues are included in the IPPNW Statement of Purpose. Students have been concerned and active on all these issues and the need for continued and increased activity is urgent.

The IPPNW Medical Student Board of Trustees has urged IPPNW activists and IPPNW affiliates around the world to support student participation in IPPNW programs, to support student work with IPPNW affiliates, and to support student development of special projects. Many IPPNW activists and affiliates have responded enthusiastically and generously. The Medical Student Board of Trustees will continue its efforts to support the work of students and I am honored and pleased that the IPPNW Board of Directors has asked me to continue in the role of chair of the Board. Students represent the future not only of IPPNW but also the future of peace, justice and health in their nations and in the world. Everything that can be done to support your work will be done. 

Victor W. Sidel, MD
October, 2002

2.) From your International Representatives and the Central Office
On behalf of the IPPNW student movement we would like to take this opportunity to give a very warm welcome to all of our new members and to acknowledge the hard work and continued motivation of our long-term student activists. We are especially happy to see growing involvement from students in our South Asian and South American regions. We applaud Shyam Mohan Teegala, our South Asian Regional Representative, as well as Antonio Hernandez and Alvaro Guardado, our Latin American Regional Representatives, in their tireless efforts to recruit new members and to stimulate interest within their respective regions. Their hard work has culminated in increased activism among students in traditionally underrepresented regions. These new voices add depth to our online discussions and provide us with new, exciting opportunities for global cooperation. The continued presence and increased vocalization of our Middle Eastern students is also greatly appreciated-in particular, our Palestinian students. Despite many logistical barriers, they have succeeded in sharing their views and providing us with perspectives of which we might otherwise remain ignorant. We thank Fady Aziz Azer, our Middle East Regional Representative for fostering this increasingly vocal segment of our membership. We ask that more of you participate and share your activities and views on the student listserve (please contact Allison Howard at ahow-@ippnw.org for more information). Please also note that we have a Spanish listserve for our Spanish-speaking students. You may contact Antonio Hernandez for information on how to subscribe (papa_-@yahoo.com). 
At the recent IPPNW Board of Directors Meeting the physicians were very impressed with the work that you all have been doing. They are equally as inspired by your energy and initiatives as we have been by theirs. Physicians are interested in working more closely with you on your projects and we have encouraged them to involve you more in their work. If you are having difficulty contacting your affiliate, please let us know.

In addition to all the wonderful work undertaken by our individual chapters, we would like to highlight some of the central efforts we have undertaken since the Washington DC World Congress. We have given priority to strengthening our infrastructure, improving communication, and developing cross-regional projects. Our most recent initiatives include:
a.. improving the medical student section of the IPPNW website and improving web-based communication; 
b.. formulating a set of student guidelines to help with future medical student governance; 
c.. establishing an international student conference organizing advisory; 
d.. establishing an Alumni Committee to help improve retention of previously active students; 
e.. launching the International IPPNW Medical Student Exchange Program, "MedEx."
The Cross-Regional projects include the following:

1. Student -initiated small arms cross-regional research proposal
This project involves the collection of data related to small arms injuries from 5 pilot hospitals in 5 distinct regions. The initial phase of the project is scheduled to begin in February. 

2. Refugee student training and exchange project
This project is in the preliminary stages of development. It will involve not only training for students on how best to address the health care needs of refugee populations but also attempts to directly serve such populations, not only addressing their immediate needs but working toward influencing the necessary changes that will benefit them in the long-term.

3. Quality of Care-A cross regional assessment
This begins to address in a concrete manner the effects of Globalization on health and the healthcare system. 

4. The African Brain Drain
This is yet another means of obtaining information pertaining to the larger implications of Globalization on health and the healthcare system.

5. Peace Education
There is already considerable work done in this area by our student chapters in the Netherlands, our UK affiliate (MedAct), as well as interest among our German affiliate. We would like to coordinate these efforts into one cohesive Global plan of action. 

6. Children of War
This initiative deals with the long-term impact of war on children who grew up in its midst. While there is already considerable epidemiological and medical data available we are considering where the gaps are which we can serve to fill. 
If you are interested to get involved in any of the above-mentioned projects or initiatives and would like more information or have suggestions, please contact us directly at interna-@ippnw-students.org. We look forward to hearing from you.

3.) Exchange Opportunities Available: IPPNW's "MedEx" Program
We are pleased to announce the launch of IPPNW's International Medical Student Exchange Program: MedEx. With the help of our IPPNW affiliates we are able to offer you a unique exchange program which encompasses both clinical and social service experience in another country. To date, we have opportunities available in Canada, Kenya, Philippines, and Zambia, and expect programs in other IPPNW countries soon. Programs will run for approximately 8 weeks, with 4 weeks devoted to clinical work and the remaining 4 weeks with an IPPNW social service project. Detailed profiles of country opportunities are available from the Central Office. Please direct inquires and applications to Allison Howard, ahow-@ippnw.org.
Interested applicants should submit a one-page statement to the Central Office. The statement should detail the following:

a.. Reasons for pursuing a MedEx exchange 
b.. What you hope to gain from the experience 
c.. Past IPPNW involvement 
d.. How you hope a MedEx exchange will strengthen your work with IPPNW 
Please also provide us with information on:

a.. Your level of medical education 
b.. Time periods you are available to complete your exchange 
c.. Country of preference
[Please note that funding is not available at this time to subsidize exchanges. As such, students are expected to cover the expenses of their exchange]

4.) Feature: IPPNW Medical Students in El Salvador

IPPNW medical students are joining the front-line of action against the proliferation of small arms violence. At MESARES, IPPNW's affiliate in El Salvador, medical student activities and outreach are being led by Ademar Guardado and Antonio Hernandez. Relatively new to the IPPNW medical student movement, Ademar and Antonio were recruited to IPPNW by Dr. Ignacio Paniagua, distinguished physician and long-time IPPNW activist. Ademar and Antonio are working with Dr. Paniagua and his colleagues to develop a small arms "protocol"-a replicable research methodology that can be used to quantify and qualify the health consequences of small arms violence.

Medical students have enthusiastically joined their physician colleagues in the IPPNW "Aiming for Prevention" campaign to redress small arms violence. At the Washington World Congress in May, medical students participated in the Small Arms Working Group and began the process of developing collaborative projects that will make a contribution to the larger campaign, and to the existing body of research available about small arms violence and public health. At the May session of the Working Group, Antonio and Ademar shared the results of a preliminary study they conducted on small arms injuries and the circumstances of gun mortalities and morbidities in a hospital in San Salvador. With the guidance of IPPNW Drs. Paniagua, Lozano, and Crespيn, Ademar and Antonio plan to expand their work to address two additional components: increasing public awareness, and working to dovetail their research with that of their international colleagues. Preliminary planning is underway to work with Fady Aziz in Egypt, Carlos Brenes and Karla Fernلndez in Costa Rica, and Annie Mwila in Zambia on cross-regional, comparative research projects on small arms violence.

In addition to their participation in the "Aiming for Prevention" campaign, the MESARES medical student group is working to mobilize and organize Latin American students through seminars, conferences, and strategic outreach to medical schools in the region. In August, MESARES students organized a conference entitled, "Medicine and Nuclear War" which included a photograph exhibition to commemorate the anniversary of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombings. IPPNW members in El Salvador report that the threat to human security posed by nuclear weapons is not well-known or publicized in their country. Nearly 85 physicians and medical students attended the conference. Also in August, MESARES organized the "Campaign for Health" which mobilized 105 medical students at the National University of El Salvador to visit the rural communities surrounding San Salvador. MESARES students distributed medicine to combat the spread of dengue, an acute infectious disease transmitted by mosquitoes. Physicians from Brazil, Dominican Republic, Costa Rica and Guatemala participated as observers in the in the "Campaign for Health."

Antonio, Ademar, and the students and physicians of MESARES are making regional outreach and recruitment a priority. MESARES students have solidified contacts with new medical student groups, in Panama, Guatemala, and Costa Rica, interested in contributing to IPPNW programs. They have initiated and are moderating a Spanish-language listserver and they are translating important IPPNW documents and statements into Spanish and distributing them to student and physician contacts across Latin America. Upon translating IPPNW's statement on the one-year anniversary of September 11th, Antonio Hernandez added the following commentary to the medical students' dialogue: "We lived 9/11 in our own way. In my country, many enterprises and factories shut down [and] ceased their labors because of the instability and speculation generated internationally because of the incident. The source of income of many families was taken away, and the unemployment rate increased; thus, worsening our reality. Personally, after a whole year after the events of 9/11, I believe it's a good time to reflect on the importance of realizing that we live in the same world, that terrorism concerns us, affects us, and involves all of our countries. This is a time to think: How can I help? We must each do our share to seek a common well-being, to increase social peace, which we all desire greatly. Terrorism is not a problem only to Americans, it's also mine and ours."

5.) Central Office Intern Commendation

The IPPNW Central Office recognizes Stephan Hartmann, an IPPNW medical student from Hamburg, Germany, for completing an internship at the CO in October, 2002. Stephan worked with student leaders elected at the Washington Congress and with CO Staff to develop outreach materials for medical students interested in joining IPPNW. This resource is available on Medical Students section of www.ippnw.org. Stephan is 29 years old and in his final year of medical studies in Hamburg. Prior to studying medicine, Stephan studied theology in Marburg. Stephan applied for the opportunity to complete an exchange program in Boston through IPPNW-Germany, which included a medical rotation at Cambridge Hospital and an internship with the CO as a way to expand his medical studies beyond traditional medicine and to learn more about social health issues.

6.) Medical Student Calendar of Events

13-15 December, 2002: Copenhagen, Denmark 
Nuclear Weapons Inheritance Project, Training Session
For more information: Caecilie Buhmann, cbuhma-@yahoo.com

23-24 February, 2003: Kathmandu, Nepal
IPPNW South Asia Regional Meeting
For more information: Allison Howard, ahow-@ippnw.org

March, 2003: London, UK
MedSIN (Medical Students International Network)-MedAct Conference on Global Health Education; one-day conference
For more information: Emily Spry, pg00-@sghms.ac.uk

2-8 March 2003, Pنrnu-Tallinn, Estonia
IFMSA General Assembly Meeting
For more information: Mania Misirli, misi-@aias.gr

7-9 March, 2003: San Francisco, California, USA
SPSR International Conference
For more information: Janet Lai, jla-@uic.edu

7-9 March, 2003: Abuja, Nigeria
IPPNW 5th African Regional Meeting
For more information: Allison Howard, ahow-@ippnw.org

14-16 March, 2003: Adelaide, Australia
MAPW National Conference, "Global Conflicts: A Clinical Audit"
For more information: Giji Gya, giji-@mapw.org.au

11-15 June, 2003: Berlin, Germany
IPPNW European Student Regional Meeting, "European Influence in the Middle East"
For more information: Thomas Fِller, thomasf-@web.de

24-31 August, 2003: Islamabad, Pakistan
IFMSA International Training on Refugee Health for Medical Students 
For more information: Tariq Jawaid Alam, tariqjaw-@yahoo.com

===============================
Allison J. Howard
Program Development Associate
International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War (IPPNW)
727 Massachusetts Avenue, 2nd Floor
Cambridge, MA 02139

USA
phone: (617) 868-5050 x200
fax: (617) 868-2560
ahow-@ippnw.org
