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I. AMERICAS

Mexico

Over the past couple of years, there have been two active student groups in Mexico:

Chiapas 

Students, in close collaboration with physician-members of IPPNW’s Mexican affiliate (MMPGN), have started a program in conflict areas of the Chiapas region.  Their program focuses on health promotion and psychological care/counseling of the indigenous population that has been living in an environment plagued by war (between indigenous groups and the army, but also among indigenous groups).  Students and physicians have been visiting these conflict areas nearly once every couple of months. 

Mexico City

Students in Mexico City, in collaboration with two non-governmental, non-profit organizations with a long history of experience in the field, have been working on the issue of urban violence.  Unfortunately, many of the students who have been involved in this project have now graduated from medical school, and as residents they no longer have the time to be involved in this.  Therefore, the affiliate has been trying to recruit new medical student members who could carry on the project.  One of the new students, Alejandra Castanon (tailor21@hotmail.com), will be attending the Paris Congress.

II. ASIA-PACIFIC

Japan

Hiroshima 

During the summer of 1999, a German medical student, Luzie Verbeek (luziever@hotmail.com), visited Hiroshima.  Luzie took part in IPPNW-Germany’s medical student exchange program, “training & social activity,” and her task was to complete a clinical rotation and a peace-related project in Japan.  During the month of August, she studied internal medical at the Hiroshima University hospital.  In September, she began the social activity part of her project, which included the following: (i) met with several atomic bomb survivors to listen to their experiences; (ii) visited hospitals and a nursing home for survivors; (iii) visited the clinic of a thyroid cancer surgeon, where she held discussions with young physicians and a patient form Kazakhstan; (iv) worked in IPPNW-Japan’s office; (v) took part in the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Ceremony on August 6th (the day the bomb was dropped); and (vi) studied anti-nuclear activities undertaken by various groups in Japan.  Students in Hiroshima thoroughly enjoyed Luzie’s stay there, and look forward to hosting more foreign students in the future.  


Second IPPNW North Asia Regional Conference, Beijing, China, October, 1999

Students from Hiroshima and Nagasaki participated in IPPNW’s regional meeting in Beijing, on 16 October 1999.   Five medical students from Hiroshima University (Mr. Susumu Yoshikuni, Mr. Ken Kinoshita, Mr. Nobuyuki Hirano, Ms. Namiko Kotani, and Ms. Remy Chin)
made a 60-minute slide presentation on the destructive effects of Little Boy and Fat Man.  They presented photos from a bombed Hiroshima City, with images of people suffering serious burns on the skin, cataracts, loss of hair, etc., and also a new video about an A-bomb survivor, Mr. Shousou Hikichi, which they produced themselves.   Following are some excerpts from the video: 


" Although I was a small and weak boy since I was exposed to the A-bomb at the age of 4, I grew up to be a Judo instructor. But I quit Judo and started Ki-Aikido as a disciple of the founder, Mr. Koichi Tohei.  I have anemia, but I am now healthy and mentally strong.  I owe what I am today to Ki-Aikido.”  Shousou Hikichi

 “It is rude to put weapons in front of other people.  It is also impolite of us even when we keep
our hands closed or hidden under the both auxiliary space or in the pocket, because, in brief, these actions cause others much anxiety or misunderstanding.  Then we have to be polite to each other with peaceful minds and peaceful attitudes.  In order to maintain peace for everybody, it is important to show each other that we have no intention to attack others.  Weapons are also dangerous to yourself and your family, so let's get rid of all the dangerous weapons in the world at the very same time for the sake of everyone's safety and relief.” Famous instructor of Ki-Aikido, the peaceful Budo culture.

Moreover, three students from Nagasaki (Mr. Kenta Ujifuku, Mr. Jimpei Ishii, and Mr. Mototaka Inaba) gave a 30-minute presentation on mental disorders (PTSD, insomnia, etc.) A-bomb survivors suffer from.  Their findings suggested that the severity of the atomic bombing, and the subsequent life style and living conditions, had significant effects on the mental health of atomic bomb survivors.  About 18,000 houses and buildings were destroyed by the instant bomb blast and resulting fires during the atomic bombing of Nagasaki, and approximately 74,000 people died and 75,000 people were injured.


III. EUROPE

Finland

Local PSR groups are now active in nearly all medical school towns in Finland, and cooperation has been especially strong with FiMSIC (the Finnish section of the IFMSA) and FIMSA (the leading organization of Finnish medical students).  Every medical student in Finland has now received the new information booklet of PSR (IPPNW’s Finnish affiliate).


In September, PSR students and FiMSIC co-organized a weekend seminar for medical 
students entitled "Doctor and refugees."  The seminar received financial support from the medical faculties, and featured lectures and case-study discussions on Finland’s policies on refugees, the effects of torture, and human rights of refugees.  A Finnish pathologist who had worked on the issue of war crimes in Kosovo, made a special presentation on the human rights situation in Kosovo.  Medical students from all medical schools were represented at the seminar. 

In November and March, local PSR student groups and FiMSIC co-organized one-day seminars on the Jubilee 2000 campaign in Tampere and Turku.  The seminars attracted a total of 80 medical and other students, and featured lectures, discussions, and a presentation of the campaign video "Hole in the bucket."  A PSR doctor, Hanna Tapanainen, talked about the effects of debt and poverty on health, a professor of social sciences went through how 
the debt was created in the first place, and a Finnish NGO activist explained the basis of the Jubilee 2000 campaign.

Moreover, two student members of PSR represented Finland in the European IPPNW student 
meeting that took place in Romania in April.

Currently, students are looking forward to the Paris congress, in which a good number of them will participate.  They are also planning to hold a seminar on the health effects of traffic pollution in Turku in May.


Germany


About 90 students are active in 15 groups, connected to different universities in Germany.  They hold local meetings every two to four weeks, and national meetings twice a year.  Their meetings include lectures, workshops, public discussions or actions on several political, ethical and social topics, including: 


· danger of nuclear power, possibility of alternative energies, and the problems of the liberal energy market in Germany;

· "Aid for Chernobyl:” donations for the "Otto Hug Institute of radiation- medical 
measures" (OHSI-MHM) e.g. by selling cakes to the students;

· exhibition "Hibakusha" (nuclear victims in Japan): photographs of people who are still suffering from the nuclear bombing in 1945; the exhibition  is shown in different European countries;

· the new strategic concept of NATO;

· medical ethics: clinical case reports and integration into medical curricula;

· Médecins sans Frontières (MSF);

· medical care for immigrants, refugees and homeless people in Germany;

· physicians’ role in the Third Reich; 

· concepts of health and disease in the Muslim culture;

· "training & social activity:” a medical student exchange project that combines the possibility to work in a hospital and to engage oneself in social projects for 6-8 weeks in different countries (India, Zambia, Belarus, Canada, Japan, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Turkey, Israel, USA, etc.).

In November, students held their second national meeting in Duesseldorf, where two new national student representatives (MSRs) were elected for 2000: Holger Schmidt from Münster (schmiho@uni-muenster.de) and Jennifer Römer from Jena (i5roje@nds.rz.uni-jena.de).

The Netherlands


Dutch students have been involved in a variety of projects over the past several months, including:

· Education: Students in Amsterdam (Jet Derwig, Ilja Mooij, Marieke Blokzijl, and Elske Hoornenborg) held two 3-hour interactive workshops for 4th-year medical students on the role and responsibilities of physicians in the areas of conflict prevention, human rights and nuclear weapons.  They handed out statements to the students and asked for their opinion
on them.  They discussed the WHO definition of Health.  Moreover, they explained human rights codes and showed a very touching video with short fragments on doctors involved in the issue of human rights abuses.  They also discussed child abuse and the problems faced by illegal, uninsured people.   Finally, they showed the nuclear weapons slide show made by PSR (USA) on the recent problems with nuclear weapons (proliferation, accidental launch, terrorist use) and physicians’ actions.  They also made their own slide show on the effects a bomb blast would have on Amsterdam, as well as shots from student activities during the Hague Appeal for Peace;  

· Photo exhibition: Students exhibited the "Hibakusha of the world" Photo Exhibition, a large photo series on the effects of nuclear weapons on health, produced by Japanese photographers. This beautiful, and at the same time shocking exhibition was put on display at 8 medical schools, and left a lasting impression to its many visitors.  Half of the exhibition is now in Germany, and the other half in England.  It will soon travel to Scandinavia, and then further.  If you are interested in having this exhibition in your country too, please contact the Dutch students; 

· European IPPNW student meeting in Romania (7-11 April 2000): Dutch students helped the Romanian team of medical students organize this meeting;  

· Training workshop on children and war: A team of Dutch students is working with students in Bosnia to organize this workshop in Sarajevo, in the year 2000;

· Final report of “Health through Peace” meeting in The Hague (May 1999): Students are in the process of finalizing this report;

· Peace test: Students took part in this SCORP-initiated project performed in 15 countries on the attitudes of children/students towards violence. The purpose of the project is to assess  country-specific attitudes on violence. (SCORP: Standing Committee on Refugees and Peace, IFMSA);

· Move Your World: This is a Dutch project for youth (16-30 years old) interested in International Cooperation, and it includes many big shots from the political, artistic and television arenas. The Dutch student group is doing a project together with WEMOS on the Jubilee 2000 campaign.  There will be an exhibition and a lecture, hopefully with a television celebrity who has a project on debt.

Sweden

Student members of SLMK (Swedish affiliate of IPPNW) have been getting more and more active over the past several months.  So far, student activities have been going on at four out of six medical schools in Sweden, namely, Linkoping, Lund, Umea, and Uppsala.   These activities have included the following:

· Lecture about the medical effects of nuclear weapons, held in Uppsala in February;

· Student meeting held over a weekend in March, in Stockholm, where 15 students gathered to learn more about SLMK and IPPNW, and plan activities for the future.  Materials from the No Nukes campaign were distributed.  They also had a training session on conflict prevention.  The next student meeting will be held in September;

· One Swedish student took part in the European IPPNW student meeting in Romania. Sweden is going to host the next meeting in 2001;

· A photo exhibition from Hiroshima is circulating at the moment throughout medical schools in Sweden.

Anna Hellman (anna.hellman@slmk.org) is the new medical student representative (MSR) to the SLMK board. 


Yugoslavia 

The student group in Belgrade currently has 15 active members and a lot of supporters.  It is an integral part of the Medical Students' Union (SUMC)(sumc@eunet.yu), an organization that emerged during the students' protest in Belgrade, Yugoslavia in 1996/97 with the primary purpose of providing first aid to demonstrators.   Today, SUMC is officially registered for its work by the Federal Ministry of Justice and has more than 50 active members - students from the first to the last academic year actively involved in many projects. They work as an independent, medical, non-profit association of bio-medical students. 

SUMC is an organization with a democratic structure. Its main decision-making body is the Executive Board, which consists of seven members.  They are elected from the members of the Assembly (29 members).  Both the Executive board and the Assembly are elected every second year during the free general elections of the entire Union.  The last general elections were held in November 1999.
During the past years of war in the former Yugoslavia, Yugoslavia has been isolated both by the ruling regime and by the international community. The students believe that ten years of isolation have been too long of a period, and that they have to start addressing the consequences. They know that little can be done without cooperation with other organizations and individuals, so they are searching for partners on all levels.   On the local level, they coordinate their activities with other non-government organizations.  SUMC is a member of the Student union of Serbia, which includes numerous independent student organizations.  On the international level, they have made contacts with IPPNW and have become the student branch of the IPPNW affiliate in Yugoslavia.   Their motto is “Work locally, but think globally.” 

Their current activities and projects include the following: 

· Program of collecting and distributing humanitarian aid to endangered populations (refugees, impaired individuals, etc.);

· Project “Grow old in a different way” or simply “Care for old people.”  Students developed this project in cooperation with the organization “Open for the neighbors.”  It has several aspects: social, educational, informative, medical and psychological (students from the union and a few physicians are in charge of the medical aspect);

· Cooperation with Center for Asthmatic Children – institution for prevention of asthma in children through education, counseling and the rehabilitation of affected children and their parents.  Students from the union actively participate in programs of the Center;

· Providing first aid to the public during meetings/gatherings (they have never actually interrupted this activity since the  protest in `96);   

· Project of Complementary Education and Training in the Basic Medical Skills –students provide the opportunity of learning skills that are necessary but somehow neglected in the official faculty curriculum (this program is complementary with the faculty curriculum);

· Holding courses on techniques of traditional medicine (shiatsu massage, tai chi chuan), through which they are trying to expand their basic medical knowledge; 

· Bilateral professional exchange program with other IPPNW student groups;

· Recognizing the source of the problems at the medical school by conducting polls on the student population, defining the “weak points” in the curriculum, and/or in the professors` attitude toward students, and struggling to improve the situation.

Some of their new projects include:

· Photo exhibition "Violence as the Alternative to Violence," which was presented for the first time during the IPPNW European Student Meeting in Sinaia, Romania.  Photos used for the exhibition document civilian victims from the latest war in Yugoslavia, and the stupidity of the war in general.  This exhibition received great attention by participants, and will be sent to other IPPNW student groups throughout Europe;

· Writing report on the use of depleted uranium during the war in Yugoslavia, and on the effects of depleted uranium in general.  The report on this topic has already been written, but collecting all relevant data is still going on.  This  paper is based mostly on the report of the United Nations Environmental Program's Balkan Task Force and has been written by the IPPNW Yugoslav medical student representative (MSR) Marko Dosen (mdosen@iname.com). The paper inspired the participants of the IPPNW European Student Meeting in Sinaia, Romania, to accept the Official Statement on the use of depleted uranium in weapons, in which they have asked for a moratorium on the use of this material in weapons until confirmed data about health consequences of DU use is available. They will try to present the report in the form of a poster exhibition during the student pre-congress in Paris;
· Promotion of the project "Brief Exchange Programs."  This project was created during the meeting in Romania, with the purpose of facilitating cooperation among national student IPPNW groups.  The main idea behind the project is: If we want to work seriously on common projects, we have to know each other better; if we want to know each other better, we have to meet each other. That is the reason why students are inviting foreign colleagues to come to Belgrade for a week;
· Making contacts with the colleagues from the Former Yugoslav Republics and Yugoslav province of Kosovo and starting a cooperation whose goal would be the use of the "White Coats Effect" in the promotion of peace and tolerance in the Balkans;
· Construction of  Web Site;
· Program "Make It Easier." Students will visit children hospitalized in the University Paediatrics Clinics in Belgrade during the weekends and will organize social program to these young patients.   The program will begin in May in the hematology / oncology ward.    
Students in Yugoslavia are also very proud to announce the foundation of a new IPPNW student group in Novi Sad (northern Yugoslavia).  The group was formed during the meeting in Romania, and the two student-activists are Sava Barisic (barisic@bigfoot.com) and Stanislava Macura.
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BULLETIN SPOTLIGHT

PRELIMINARY REPORT ON

1st Asia Pacific Training on Medicine and Human Rights

Manila, Philippines

October 20-29, 1999

Report submitted by Carlo Irwin A. Panelo, MD, Training Coordinator

The 1st Asia Pacific Training on Medicine and Human Rights dubbed as Health and Human Rights: The Asian Consensus was recently held at the Royal Palm Hotel in Manila, Philippines last October 20-29, 1999.  Sixty-one people participated in the training.  This represented 11 countries and 8 local universities and 2 non-government organizations.  Two law students participated in the training. 

The training is fourth in a series of trainings, preceded by those held in Uganda, Zimbabwe and the Netherlands.  The Uganda training presented a general compendium of human rights issues. The Zimbabwe workshop focused on Access to Health Care and skills training.  The one in the Netherlands, which coincided with the Hague Appeal for Peace, focused on Health through Peace and had a more formal skills training curriculum.

The Asia-Pacific Training built on the experience of these three activities.  It gave equal emphasis to human rights issues and skills training.  It sought to extract the Asian consensus on various human rights issues.  This is because the Asian region was considered as the ultimate platform for the debate on the issue of universality vs. cultural relativism.

The objective of the Training was two-fold: to impart knowledge of human rights and its issues, and to provide skills training to participants for them to effectively advocate for human rights and organize similar activities in their respective countries and universities.

PARTICIPATION:

Attendance (61)

Indonesia (3), Malaysia (1), Thailand (2), Japan (2), Australia (1), Nepal (3), Maldives (1), UK (2), Netherlands (1), Denmark (1), Bosnia (2)

Local Universities:

University of Santo Tomas (2), De La Salle University (2), Western Visayas State University (4), Saint Louis University (1), Far Eastern University (2), Xavier University (1), Xavier University Law (1), University of the Philippines (26; 7 OC and 19 Facilitators)

Observers:

Medical Action Group (2), and Psychosocial Trauma and Rehabilitation Division- Center for Integrative and Development Studies (1)

TOPICS COVERED

1. Lecture sessions/Panel discussions followed by focus group discussions were made to cover the following topics:
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights and its Instruments

Torture

Access to Health Care

Occupational Health, Labor and Migrant workers’ Rights*

Indigenous Peoples Rights*

International Humanitarian Law, Refugees and Changing Face of Conflict

Children’s Rights

Women’s Rights and Reproductive Health

2. Special Sessions

Link Between Health and Human Rights (role-play with focus group discussion)

Asia-Pacific Geopolitics (lecture)*

Landmines (lecture)*

East Timor (panel discussion)*

* These topics were covered for the first time for being very relevant issues to the region

3. Special activities – these activities were done for the 

Advocate’s Night

· Session where seasoned human rights activists share their experiences and insights. The session is meant top inspire young human rights advocates and expose them to human rights work as a career path

Building Partnerships

· Session where partner organizations and institutions from sectors of government, academe and NGO are made to present what their organization is and their areas of concern. The session is meant to acquaint the participants and the organizations concerned about each other’s institutions and identify possible areas of networking and collaboration.

Field Visit

· The delegates were exposed to institutions dealing directly with identified vulnerable groups like labor and migrant workers, children, women, urban poor and political detainees.

Meditation Session

· As a means of stress management and example of healing restoring personal integrity after exposure to extreme situations, Dr. June Lopez led the participants on exercises in bioenergetics and Qi Gong.

Cultural Tour

· Due to the tight schedule and the unavailability of opportunities for the participants to see the City of Manila, organized tours to the National Museum and the walled City Intramuros was done one afternoon.

Day at the Park

· The delegates were brought to the enchanted Kingdom Theme Park as a rest and recreation activity

Exhibition (Torture and Internal Displacement, East Timor)

· Poster exhibits on East Timor and the internally displaced were mounted. The IRCT sent in 8 6x10 panels of their Torture exhibit.

Film Showing

· a film on torture in Tibet was shown courtesy  of IRCT

4. Skills Training

Skills training was made a parallel activity in this Training, taking up the afternoon and evening time slots. Two months before the actual start, Saturday morning meetings were held with the facilitators to expose them to the workshop topics and guide them through pre-reading materials. The facilitators were also exposed to the concept of Focus Group Discussions to prepare them to lead such activities.

Two days before the training, Zana Khan, the IFMSA Leadership Training Coordinator conducted a Facilitators workshop. The facilitators were trained on communication and facilitation skills, conflict prevention as well as on human rights teaching strategies.

The actual training consisted of the following topics, mostly done by giving short input as introduction followed by group activities. The participants were found to be very enthusiastic especially during role-play sessions and were giving feedback that they learn best in a small group setting.

Communication Skills

Team Building

Intervention Study design

Strategic Planning 

Project Planning/Workshop Planning (parallel electives)

Human Rights Advocacy Strategies’

Human Rights in Action

The Challenge of Disseminating Information About Torture

Fundraising and Grant writing

FUNDING

At the time of the training, the working budget was approximately USD 50, 000.00. This is inclusive of training costs and travel subsidies.  A shortlist of funders include: the Peace Office in Graz, Austria, the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, IPPNW Netherlands, Johannes Wier Foundation, Haella Foundation, Hotung Institute for International Studies, the Southeast Asian Fund for Institutional and Legal Development-Canadian International Development Agency (SEAFILD), The Swedish NGO Foundation for Human Rights, and the Medical Action Group.

Logistical support in the form of vehicles was provided by the Philippine Veterans Affairs Office through the intervention of the Department of Health. Reading materials were sent by the United Nations High Commissioner on Human Rights (UNHCHR) and the British Medical Association.

TRAINING OUTPUT

All participants were asked to present their post-training action plans.  Most promising are the following:

Indonesia – 1st Indonesian Training on Medicine and Human Rights (2000)

Thailand – 3 day seminar on Human Rights and Medical Ethics  (November 99)

Australia – 3-stage activity leading to a 2nd Asia-Pacific Training on Medicine and Human Rights (2000)

Nepal – Nepalese Medicine and Human Rights Training (2000)

Other documents produced by the training include:

a. Statement of support for Dr. Zeki Uzun of the Human Rights Foundation of Turkey. 

- Dr. Uzun was detained on the eve of the training by Turkish police. The statement calls for his immediate release and the condemnation of harassment of human rights personnel as well as the infliction of torture or any cruel, inhuman or degrading punishment. This statement was forwarded to the IRCT where Dr. Uzun’s institution is affiliated.

b. Manila Declaration of 1999

· Calling for health and human rights education in the health and legal professions and contains consensus statements on the different human rights issues raised.

c. Asia-Pacific Model Human Rights Curriculum for Medical Schools
d. Students Credo for Human Rights

As an offshoot of the training, the Human Rights and Medical Action Network (HUMAN) has been established. With each country and university represented, the network will serve as communications link and core of this health and human rights student network in the Asia-Pacific Region. The University of the Philippines will serve as Adhoc Secretariat for the network.

ISSUES

One of the issues brought out in the training was the universality of human rights as opposed to cultural priorities. One delegate from Japan voiced out the sentiment that Asians have a different concept of human rights and claimed that her network of students has come to the conclusion that human rights are not universal.

A special session on the Asian Way of Thinking was made. In effect, the participants were not able to come up with a consensus that Human Rights are universal but have called for further discussions to hopefully resolve this issue. 

EVALUATION

The two main areas of concern are as follows:

a. Attendance

· From an original target of 100 participants, the list was narrowed down to 60 due to budgetary constraints. The region being largely archipelagic makes it hard to recruit more delegates both communications and logistics wise.

b. Funding

· Fund support came in slowly and the SEAFILD funding for Asian participants came in a few days before the start of the training. Though training and participant costs have been covered, financial support is still needed for the following concerns:

a. Final Report

b. Post-Training reporting

c. Seed fund for the HUMAN

THE MANILA DECLARATION OF 1999

We, the participants to the First Asia-Pacific Training on Medicine and Human Rights strongly believe that Human Rights are essential to the attainment of Health for All and that Health and Human Rights are interdependent and indivisible. 

We affirm that the promotion and preservation of Health and Human Rights is the duty and responsibility of all peoples regardless of age, sexuality, resources, capability, faith, belief, race or color.

In this spirit, we call on health, law and all concerned students to:

Article I
Advocate for the inclusion of Human Rights education in the medical and legal curriculum in the appropriate fora, with adequate representation, ensuring student participation in the drafting of the same.

Article II
Cooperate with efforts to monitor, document, report and prevent Human Rights violations and to establish a network of the same.

Article III
Organize fora to discuss and gain consensus on the issue of universality of Human Rights taking into account the cultural differences among students in the Asia-Pacific Region and the application of Human Rights in the Asian context.

Article IV
Organize similar workshops and seminars to equip students with the skills to promote Human Rights education and advocacy.

Article V
Encourage student exposure, integration and advocacy in the marginalized and vulnerable sectors in society.

Article VI
Condemn all acts and forms of torture, especially the involvement of health and legal professionals in the conduct of such inhuman and degrading activities.

Article VII
Condemn the manufacture, stockpiling and sale of landmines, the use of which indiscriminately denies its victims the basic right to life.

Article VIII
Condemn, on the premise that children’s rights are essentially human rights, all forms of child abuse and exploitation.

Article IX
Advocate and promote the fundamental belief that the right to health knows no discrimination, that health and legal professionals be considered neutral in times of conflict and war, especially in the performance of their duty.

Article X 
Denounce armed conflict as an instrument of international policy.

Article XI
Affirm the right of Indigenous peoples to self-determination and development.

Article XII
Support for the protection and granting of equal rights to Migrant Workers.

Article XIII
Advocate for the rights of workers to a healthy and safe workplace and just compensation.

Article XIV
Affirm the individuals right to access and choice in terms of Reproductive Health information and services.

Article XV
Affirm the right of refugees to protection and support.

Article XVI
Urge governments and other parties to:

a. Promote, protect and uphold human rights

b. Provide for appropriate measures in the identification, protection , rehabilitation and reintegration  of vulnerable groups

c. Recognize, respect and allow access of independent bodies  which play an active and critical role  in the application  of Human Rights  and International Law

d. Recognize the need  to provide  for all individuals  equal and immediate  access to health care and legal assistance

e. Recognize that Human Rights  should be exclusive  of age, sexuality, resources, capability, faith, belief race or color

Done this 29th day of October 1999 in Manila, Philippines

REPORT ON

IPPNW European Students Meeting "Meeting 2000 Romania"
Sinaia, Romania

April 7-11, 2000

Submitted by Elske Hoornenborg, IPPNW European Student Representative


From 7-10 April 2000, 35 medical students from 9 countries met in Sinaia, Romania.  During three inspiring days, discussions were held about different important issues, working groups were formed, several plans of action were made, a real press team was formed, and all
groups tried to lobby the press to be on the front page of the daily newsletter Peace Times.  The three reporters of the Peace Times, Marieke van den Ham from The Netherlands, Alen Piljak from Yugoslavia and Lidia Amini from Sweden, worked very hard to make the newspaper each day, including reports of the brainstorming sessions, lectures, projects and gossip.  Each day's team-building sessions created a strong feeling of togetherness.  What was very special about this meeting was the attendance of many students from Eastern Europe (Yugoslavia, Romania) and Turkey, who formed about 2/3 of the participants!  They were very enthusiastic and full of energy and ideas, and it was great that they could share these with all of us.  Compliments are well deserved by the Romanian Organizing Committee.

Outcomes of the meeting 2000:

Several students gave presentations about IPPNW student activities in their countries.  Alen from the former Yugoslavia told us about the friendship clubs: an opportunity for medical students to help and become friends with young refugees in the former Yugoslavia.  Klaus Melf told us about activities in Germany, one of them being the Siemens boycott, and in Trondheim, Norway, 
a new group of IPPNW students has started.  Marko Dosen presented a report from the UN about Depleted Uranium effects in experiments with animals, and presented his idea to make a statement on this issue during the meeting. Elske Hoornenborg and Saskia van der Weijden presented the Health through Peace training meeting, which was held in May 1999 in The Hague. 

We held a brainstorming session about the world in the year 2010: what will have changed, what kinds of conflicts will have taken place, what kinds of weapons will be used?  For some people, for example from the former Yugoslavia, it was very difficult to think about the future, because things are still so uncertain in their country.  In general, it seemed that IPPNW students are not very optimistic about the future, they think new weapons such as biological and genetic weapons will play an important role, and nuclear weapons will be relatively less important.  Conflicts will be based on ethnic, cultural and religious differences, and human rights violations, as well as on the widening gap between rich and poor.  The Internet will become more influential, but third world countries will always stay behind in comparison with rich countries.  The United Nations will have a bigger role that now.  We discussed the role of IPPNW students and doctors in the future.  Tolerance building, giving the good example, is one of the fields the students would like to work on.  Lobbying the politicians and the UN will also be an important tool in the future, using the media as a weapon.  The main focus will be education: education among fellow students, and within civil society.  Some of the topics IPPNW students would like to work on in the future are weapons, human rights and peace education.

Elske Hoornenborg, IPPNW European medical student representative (MSR), held a lecture on the health consequences of nuclear weapons, using the PSR slide show.  Especially for the new students within IPPNW, this lecture contained new information about current dangers of nuclear weapons. 

Florin Oprescu from Romania, together with Klaus Melf from Germany, told us about the differences between NATO and OSCE.  The participants criticized NATO for turning into an offensive organization, despite its original reason for being founded: to defend member countries from an attack.  Another negative point of NATO that was mentioned is the precedent it sets for founding military treaties between other countries.  The OSCE, being non-military and preventive, a neutral observer and promoter of security in regions, was the more favorable of the two organizations among participants of this meeting.

Elske presented IPPNW’s upcoming world congress and the student pre-congress that will take place in Paris this summer.  Many students were interested in going there and a fundraising plan was discussed, because it costs 300 Euro to attend.  Hopefully we will manage to help many students from Eastern European countries go there.

A working group session on the Hague Agenda of Peace and Justice for the 21st century was held.  This official UN document was made during the Hague Appeal for Peace conference in May 1999, and was endorsed by many organizations, including IFMSA and IPPNW.  We have discussed which agenda points will be of importance for IPPNW students, and what kind of actions and projects we could perform under these points. Some examples: 

Root causes of war strand 

Agenda point 1: Send letters to ministers and teachers all over the world to ask for peace education and tolerance building both directly and indirectly.
Agenda point 2: More contact/working together with students from, for example the economical field, to make stronger and more efficient actions.
Agenda point 18: To raise awareness about medical consequences of sexual crimes in war time, to speed up investigations and research on these crimes.


Disarmament strand

Agenda point 42: Use the white coat effect to educate on consequences of weapons, promote conflict prevention, and influence public opinion. Work Locally, think Globally!
Agenda point 49: With the example of the Siemens boycott in Germany, advertisements in newspapers, handing out flyers, etc.

Marko Dosen from SUMC in Yugoslavia had brought a video made for the Health through Peace training last year in The Hague.  Because almost no one from Yugoslavia could get a visa during that time, the video could not be shown until now.  The video, showing mainly the medical consequences of war, was very impressive during the 15 minutes it lasted and after that, in our minds.  The wounds of victims were shown, together with the medical information.  The so-called collateral damage.  After the video the madness of war was clear to all of us, once again.
Very important were the action group sessions. Some of the actions the students worked on will be mentioned here.  The group of Marko Dosen from the former Yugoslavia and Saskia van der Weijden from the Netherlands worked on a statement on Depleted Uranium, asking for a moratorium on the use of this until more data about the health effects is available.  The statement is included as the appendix 1.  Students from Denmark, Finland and Yugoslavia discussed an intercultural exchange between their countries, in which students could learn from problems, both societal (democratization, traumas, humanitarian crisis) and organizational (medical studies,
curriculum), and together think of solutions.  The common wish of this project is the creation of a culture of peace in Europe.  One group made preparations to make an exposition based upon the material that was present during the meeting: pictures on the consequences of the war in Yugoslavia.  Ivona Iacob from Romania with her group made an action plan for a world without Nuclear Threat, to help every participant organize campaigns against nuclear weapons in their own countries.  One group worked on the IPPNW student network. We discussed that the place to identify student leaders will be during the IPPNW congress in Paris, that there should be one representative appointed for each country’s student group.  A group with Klaus Melf designed a role-play for mediation based on the fairy tale of Little Red Riding-hood and the Big Wolf, which was played out by the participants with much fun, yet without very much tolerance between the two groups.  There were more action groups, but I think these examples will
give you an idea of what we did in Romania, except from partying!

We were even on national television in Romania!  Razvan Chereches from the OC, Saskia van der Weijden and Elske Hoornenborg were interviewed on what kind of meeting it was, why the meeting was held in Romania and what the outcomes of the meeting were.  And many others were in close-up too!

Then on the last evening, a voting took place on the next IPPNW European representative.  There were two candidates: Razvan Chereches from Romania, co-ordinator of this meeting, and Alen Piljak from Yugoslavia.  One of them would take the place of Susanne Presch from Norway, who could not be in Romania unfortunately.  With Razvan and Alen we had two very valuable candidates, and the voting was 6 for Razvan against 2 for Alen.  So Razvan Chereches (razvan@internet.ro) is the new IPPNW European medical student representative for the coming year together with Elske Hoornenborg.  Alen offered to help during the coming year with making a newspaper and other things.  I am convinced that there will be a very good team the coming year.  One country, Sweden, offered to host the IPPNW student meeting in 2001.  All countries voted unanimously for this proposal. Sweden, here we come!!



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2000-2001

JUNE-JULY 2000

28 June – 2 July: IPPNW XIVth World Congress, Paris, France.  Contact: Jacques Mongnet at  amfpgn@club-internet.fr or visit http://perso.club-internet.fr/amfpgn/


AUGUST 2000

6-13: IFMSA 49th General Assembly Meeting, Porto, Portugal.  Contact: Anna Hellman at 

annahellman_esq@hotmail.com or visit http://www.ifmsa.org

FALL 2000

International Training for Medical Students on Children and War, Sarajevo, Bosnia.  Contact: Elske Hoornenborg at Elske.Hoornenborg@student.uva.nl
YEAR 2001

European IPPNW Student Meeting, Sweden.  Contact: Anna Hellman at 

annahellman_esq@hotmail.com 
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