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Dear Colleagues,

Medical Students for Global Awareness, MSGA, is a group that aims to foster interest and awareness about global health and peace issues among New Zealand medical students, creating a generation of health professionals that collectively form a powerful voice to better educate the public on local and global health issues and institute social change. 

The group has been founded as part of the Nobel laureate organisation, International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War (IPPNW) which has had an active New Zealand branch (IPPNW-NZ) since 1982. We believe that the IPPNW ideals of interdependence between health and peace are equally relevant for budding New Zealand doctors 25 years on. 

My name is Jash Agraval, a Trainee Intern at Auckland Medical School. I have been elected as the National student representative. My role is to link each of the respective clinical schools and liaise with other organizations and individuals. IPPNW has an extensive global student network and part of my role is to link that network with New Zealand students and vice/versa.
MSGA will be formed by semi autonomous groups of students in New Zealand medical schools. These groups will devise their own programme of meetings and activities to address the needs, interests and concerns of local members. Although MSGA has a strong connection with the nuclear weapons abolition movement as per IPPNW, our primary interest is in creating socially responsible clinicians. Local groups will be free to explore health issues with implications for peace, equity, population health and development – both locally and globally. Nationally, MSGA will provide a supportive environment for students who choose to pursue research interests in related fields, undertake peace campaigns, or participate in global IPPNW projects. 

We look forward to working with you and making global health awareness an important part of training New Zealand doctors. Please get in touch if you would like further information, 

Sincerely 

Jash Agraval 

National Coordinator 

MSGA 
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Planned Activities 

(1) Forums

This will take the form of structured talks by doctors, health professionals and citizens about local and global health issues. Each forum will have an overriding theme and the general format will include 2 speakers, with the aim to address global and local issues. There will be time allocated to ask questions and have general discussion at the end of the scheduled talks. 

· MSGA aims to hold five forums a year

· Speakers will range from 

i. Surgeons and Physicians who work/have worked in third world settings 

ii. International Agency representatives: Doctors without Borders, Amnesty International, International Red Cross

iii. Local agencies. This has the added benefit to set up long term links and volunteering opportunities for students. i.e. Auckland City Mission (Director; Diane Roberston)

iv. Health Professionals with interest in New Zealand health care disparities i.e. Dr Chris Bullen, Child Abuse Foundation, Health Housing program directors

· Unlimited scope 

(2) Meaningful Movies 

Using the medium of film to increase student awareness about global issues. There have been many recent films that give us a unique and often realistic glimpse into the lives of those less fortunate.

The session begins with a brief introduction to the movie, some background and then explanation of its most pressing themes. A handout is given at the beginning of the movie which has realistic facts and figures about the key themes. There is then a general discussion on ‘take-home messages’ at the end. 

· MSGA plans to hold five movie forums per year

i. Our most recent film was ‘Blood Diamond’ which gave us a 

unique insight into the exploitation, corruption and greed that occurs in African diamond minds. We discussed ‘conflict diamonds’ and how the driver of all of this is demand is us, citizens of the west

“we have what they want…and they want it cheap”

ii. Other potential films

1. Black Gold: coffee industry in Africa

2. Hotel Rwanda: genocide and political influence 

3. The Constant Gardener: drug company exploitation

4. The killing fields 

(3) Photo Exhibition 

“Life in the developing world…as captured by final year medical students”

A detailed proposal is attached. Approximately 50 photos taken by final year medical students on their electives will be displayed and sold by silent auction. The most popular pieces will be auctioned live on the closing night.

Each photo will be accompanied by a blurb explaining the photo location and situation along with facts about that particular country. Photos will be arranged according to area of the world taken; South Pacific, Africa, Asia and South America.  This is a great way to show and educate the medical students, doctors and the general public about the way and level of deprivation citizens in other parts of the world have. This raised just over $4000, it received extensive coverage throughout the University and art circles around our city. There was also a feature on the national news network. All proceeds are going towards the Fiji Village Project, FVP.

Dates: 1st – 5th October 

(4) Target X

A well established IPPNW-students project. The first target X took place in Wellington in 2006. With new chapters open in Auckland and soon Dunedin, hopefully we will nationally co-ordinate another event.

International Projects

(1) Small Arms research 

Trainee interns undertaking research in developing countries have the opportunity to participate in a small arms research project. 
The small arms project aims to look at the incidence of injuries, and to assess the health and economic impacts of them and the context in which they occur. The application of this data can have far reaching consequences. Firstly, comparisons and contrasts can be made between different regions throughout the globe for example South East Asia with Eastern Africa, in terms of type of weapon available, their use and their respective supply. Secondly, we hope that the amount and quality of data present is powerful enough to lobby respective regional and local governments and make them aware of the burden small arms are creating. If they cannot be reached or convinced directly, then eventually with enough data international publications and medical journals can convey the message indirectly. Thirdly, the simple act of conducting the research at these hospitals increases awareness of the issue and may result in hospital based primary prevention strategies or the rise of community advocates. Lastly, the act of gathering data, meeting survivors and talking to their families increases the awareness of the individual student and their immediate network at home – creating the beginning of a small shift or ‘tip’. 

The project works by elective students taking with them simple survey forms that would be filled out with each small arms trauma admission. These forms include basic demographics of the individual, information on the circumstances of injury, type of weapon used, context, injuries sustained, treatments applied and lasting health problems. There is also a small section on costs both directly to the individual and indirectly to the health system. The hope is that this becomes a continuing project within hospitals once the elective student has left – either with hospital staff or future elective students at that hospital. The data or raw survey forms would then be taken back to New Zealand, collated and placed into a database. It is a relatively simple idea that has the potential to easily generate large amounts of data. Considering the large number of students leaving New Zealand each year for third world hospitals, it would create a very large network of participants. Having a student at the hospital running and promoting the use of the survey forms is much more powerful then just sending forms via an email request. A typical elective period of approximately 6-8weeks is also a significant amount of time to get a snapshot of the area and to decide whether there is a problem within that region. 
(2) Fiji Village Project 

MSGA in conjunction with Australian Medical Students and students from the Fiji School of Medicine are working on a collaborative project based in a Fiji Village. 

The aim is to assess the needs of the village and provide basic health screening and help in UN based water sanitation projects.

There are 7 students leaving this January, they have been able to successfully secure sponsorship to set up 2 water sanitation tanks and screen school age children in the village. We are hoping that this becomes a self sustaining project and that young doctors will also become involved.

Active student chapters


Auckland


86 Members 


Wellington 


Christchurch 


Dundedin (pending)








